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.Tuna 25, lt J 4S 



Bovigw of the Looal Arabic res * 
Appearing on 25, 194 9 m 


ad dresses ftp opan letter to Colonel Hosni sl-Zaim 
on the evo of hie election me President of the '"yrian 
Republic. :iie letter praises al-2air for hie 
undiminishlng effort® to regenerate ttyria, to 
strengthen Its army and to promote the welfare 
and prosperity of the Syrian pepple. it area that 
the Tyrian people • » full confidence in him is a mark 
of their appreciation of hi* services to them. It 
tells al-aatm that all the A- aba are watching him 
while passing through this phase of hie life **u ; that 
all the Arab youths are with him "because they have 
found in you the sincerity which la lacking in many 
an Arab leader, and the zeal for truth which we 
appreciate.. t he letter then concluf.es; 

"T*he material and spiritual force- of -yria 
are in your hands, Mobilize them for saving 
Palestine and for lending Syria to the fields 
of knew ledge, civilization and immortality. 

congratulate Syria on your prosidonof. e 
congratulate you. -“•banon offers you and Syria 
its love end extends Its hand to you mud to it 
so that we will all co-operate in weal and 
in woo. 

"A page has been close in history an £ B new 
one ha- bean opened which we hope will be a 
page of action and not of word-, a bright and 
luminous page..." 


BT IK J? writer that many parents of the detained members 
of the Hawaii Party have complains n to it of the 
imprisonment of their sons and have asserted that 
their sons Joined the Party with a view to serving 
their country only. The paper takes this opportunity 
to appeal to the government to release these youths 
and to give them a chance to withdraw from the I'arty 
since they are ready to renounce its principle*. 1 * 


AL-amu- 


welcomes the htaura mooting between I resident Kishsra 
al-?huri and Colonel ilosni a 1- helm yesterday, it ref re 
on this occasion to the atmosphere of ambiguity, indecision 
and tension which has dominate, the relation* of the two 
countries since the coup d’etat and declares in part; 

" are glad that the two leader- are inaugurating 
this new phase of relations between the two countries 
cad are restoring them to their former state, thus 
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rendering * grant nsrvlc* to the Interests of 
both countries . They ere more then common 
interests* Tfeey are ono interest despite 
reports about separation. 

"We thank God that the r entlment of brotherhood 
and friendship has prevailed in the end.... It has 
therefore become possible for us to look with 
hope and confidence to future developments, trust- 
ing that the relations of both countries wc^ild be 
bias etf with tolerance and patience, This will be 
In the Interests of all." 


Alj-DIYM 


in commanting on the Shtaura meeting of i resident 
Blshara al-hhuri end Colonel Hosnl al-haisi yesterday, 
this peper hopes that al-Zalm has at long la -t decided 
to forget his blusterous and Impetuous policy and 
to place his country's relations with Lebanon on 
the basis of understanding and co-operation. The 
paper says that it looks back with fear to the series 
of events and deeds which emanated from Damascus 
in moments of ardor and anger and which alec trifled 
the Arab atmosphere and weakenoc Arab policy. It 
therefore hopes that the responsible authorities In 
Damascus will bury the past in order to face the Ait are 
with clean hearts and good intentions. It concludes! 

"We are not interested in the talks at Shtaura 
as much as we ape interested in the meeting 
Itself.... Kow that they have met, they have taken 
a step forward which we hope will be followed by 
similar steps from Baghdad, we also hope that 
the meeting will be followed by other resting* 
in which the reet of the ^r«b heads will taka pert." 


Aif- KAKftH 


in reporting that the eawmi Party ease is still pre- 
occupying the Bovcranent and the people am that 
the Government is offering a reward of ten thousand 
Lebanese Pounds to any person who furnishes information 
leading to the arrest of Antun fa'ada, tills paper says 
that the authorities have arrested two member s of the 
Information "er vice at the British ^e^tlon in eirut* 
They are Habib shahin and Jamil Sarkis . "It is reported 
that the first was making preparations to hold a Qawrl 
meeting at his house." 


X"L UAI * (*9eskly - June 24) 

publishes the ooveraswHt 's of fioiel denial of its 
last week's report re the negotiation of a treaty 
of friendship and assistance between Lebanon and 
the b.s. in stating that reports about the conclusion 
of a LSbamo-J.? . treaty are not new, the paper reproduces 
an article it published on bay 13, 194ft to the effect 
that American official quarters had plege' to safeguard 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


— 3 - 


Lebanon's frontier w against any aggression In lie* 
of Its conclusion of an armistice agreement with 
Israel, a nr; that Dr# Charles keltic felt that the 
I*ba»©- American treaty project must ha Indep n ant 
©f any other question, particularly the iale.*tin© 
question# 

Since that time, the paper continue*, the foreign 
Minister has not it uod any communique denying or 
confirming the above report# It adds* 

*'le still remember, In this connection, what 
most of the Lebanese newspaper*, including Kt/L SKA I* 
had published, namely, the credit for stopping 
the Jewish attack on the southern frontiers of 
Lebanon went to the diplomatic efforts of the 
United States* Hew understanding with America 
for preventing aggression against Lebanon's 
frontiers la therefore not out of place* 

*19hei* America inter venae to check the Jewish 
advance on 'Mebanon's borders, the Jews were weaker 
and less prepared than they are nnw # The >ab* 
were less disintegrated and leaf disunited# How, 
the danger to -Hebanon is being dally intensified 
while the Arab countries are forsaking one another# 

* Undoubtedly, the Lebanese -o vernment , which realises 
this danger more than others, has proceeded to negotiate 
with the Jreat Powers to safeguard its sovereignty 
and frontiers* m leave it to future events to 
say their word on the Corner nm ant com uni quel” 


in stating that its publishers have been iwmoned to appear 
before the law courts because defense Minister Majid 
Arslan has lodged a suit against them on account of 
their attacks on him, K'JL fHAl' as arts that it will 
not withdraw the view* It has expressed in this regard 
because ftfc It did so on principle* The paper, however, 
is full of articles and excerpts from the vernacular 
press condemning the assault which 1? reported to have 
been made on Its co-publisher Sa’Id Sarbiyya by four 
followers of Amir Fajid Arslan* 


TML/.JHAPH 

devotes a long editorial to the subject of the Qawmi 
forty in which It condemns the party &m its leader 
and demands their extermination# It reports on page 
four that according to it® Judicial ro pro Tentative 

*Vust&fa sl-Aris, head of the federation of ? nions; 

oeorge Fraiha, Secretary of the Federation; vuauf 

al~f ha rtuni and Asbar al-3a»m, members of the Federation* 

have been summpned to appear before the law courts 

for trial on Tuesday, June 2B 9 under the charge that 

the Federation is not licensed#” 

It argues, however, that the Fedors t ion of miorv* has, 
for several years, baen carrying on purely union activities 
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and serving the working claas with sincerity and 
sacrifices. It concludes 1 The fact that the unions 
hare rallied to this Federation is the strongest 
proof of the workers' right in the Federation which 
must he supported* 
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MSKICAW Ls-OATICM. B I RUT 


June 27, 19A9 



am 


iumi 

.•.-el come e in its editorial the recent Shtaura meeting 
and, in hoping that the other Arab states will t*fe 
lessen in co-operation from this meeting, the paper 
concludes; 

"The meeting in thtaura of the Lebanese and ' yr la n 
Presidents is a elear Indication that the t*o 
countries are closing a chapter in order to open 
a new one of sincere co-operation in all aspects 
of life." 


In reporting Mr. Pinkerton's and Mr. Boswell's visits 
to the Prime Minister on Saturday, this paper ..rites 
that when the British Minister left the mooting with 
the Premier, the newsmen surrounded and asked him for 
news. He answred then; Sait ftr the arrival of Mr. Pinkerton 
the \mer i can Mini star. 

The paper continues; 

"Five minutes later, the Prime Minister received 
Mr. Pinkerton, the American Mini star and net with 
him about half an hour. Upon leaving, our representative 
asked Mr. Pinkerton whether there was any relation 
between his visit to ths Prime Minister and Mr. Boswell' 
visit. Mr. Pinkerton asked: Did Mr. Boswell precede 
me? Our r^pre entative replied: 

"It appears, Sxcalleney, that the British know tcore 
than you do. ir Boswell has informed us of your 
visit to the Serai. The Minister stalled but did not 
answer. 

"Our represent tire asked Mr. -lnksrton about the 
reasons for his visit to Premier as- olh. He replied 
'It was a»Molh who invited to to se* him and told 
me certain things about which I can not talk to 
you because he entrusted them to me/ If I had asked 
him for the meeting myself, I would have spoken to 
you on the subjects we have discussed.' 

"The newsmen then felt that it was inevitable for 
them to approach the Prime Minister, although they 
knew that they wouldn't get anything out ofhim. 

"Q. 'hat for did the British and American Ministers 
come to see you, excellency? 

"A. They Minted to see me at the Foreign Office and 
when they learned that I was here they came to 

the feral. 

*Q. Then the meeting took place in your capacity as 
Foreign Minister. 

"A. Yes. 
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"One of our eollMeiui asked hi® whether ths 
Met in? dealt with the Shtaura meeting/ He 
replied: We did not discuss the shtaura meeting. 

Upon leaving, idle Prime Minister told the newsmen 
to write what they liked about these two visits 
hut on their own responsibilities. 

"Our representative asserts, on the basis of 
reports received from our delegation in Lausanne, 
that the Prime Minister, in his capacity as 
Foreign Minister, advised tha British and Ameri an 
Minister! of the results of the current negotiations 
in Lausanne and told them that the Arabs have, 
in their present talks, been lenient to the 
limit and that it was impossible for them to 
accept what the Jews were trying to get: conclusion 
of peace with the Arabs. He then requested them 
to convey this information to their respective 
governments which are interested in the current 
discussions. 

"Undoubtedly, Premier as- olh discus ed with the 
two Ministers our relations with Britain and America 
In the light of the Shtaura talks...." 


Mr M . l AI 

writes the following in connection with the election 

of Mosul al- aim as President of Syria : 

"The developments in Syria concern every Arab 
stats. W# have already said, sore than once, 
that Syria was said still is, the axis of tha 
Arab countries. It bears the message of the Arab 
cause store than any other state. For this reason, 
we trust that, the Syrian President would release 
Syrian siergy in this direction, thus rendering 
everlasting service to yria and to all the Arabs. 

"On the other hand, we ask al-Zaim to continue 
strengthening the Syrian army, regardless of the 
efforts and aacrlfices involved, particularly as 
the r yrian army is actually charged with defending 
three fronts at least against the Jewish enemy. 

It may be called to do important work in the service 
of the Arab causa and our common aspirations. It is 
therefore essential that it becomes an army in the 
modern sense of the word. Otherwise, ths Syrian 
state would be just a myth*" 


AL-'AMAL 

oral isa Hosni al-Zaim on the occasion of his election 
as President of the Syrian Republic and writes in part: 

"The Syria Ik leader has given the Arab world two 
great lessens i The laaaon of his preference to 
democratic rule - he was able to stick to 
Csarlat undisputed military rule; and the lesson 
of fairness, impartiality »d respect for the 
people's will. If tha Arab peoples would bene i it 
from these two important lessons, the knots of their 
problems would fee untied and their lot would 
be immeasurably improved .*...* 
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It then say* that I-ebanon should have given these 
lesr-ons of democracy but, it complains, the responsible 
authorities have realised neither Lebanon's message 
nor their duty toward the Arab countries* Therefore, 
it concludes, "L*t us at lsast imitate the cleanliness 
of our n ighbor. ..." 


This paper reports that hr/ Anis al-faghlr, Supreme Chief 
of ths Hajjadai and Adman al-Hakim, Kajjada commander in 
chief; and Sheikh Pierre Jumayyil, Supreme Chief of the 
Lebanese Phalanges; and Joseph Shadir, Its secretary gsre-al; 
left for Damascus Friday last, upon the invitation of 
President Hosnl al-'Aaim. The paper describes, with 
.great satisfaction, the reception the Syrian authorities 
accorded the me mb* a of the two organisations and the 
friendly sentiments President al-?ain expressed toward 
Lebanon and its people. 


al-jadm 

On the occasion of the presidential elections in byria 
this paper "wishes Syria all prosperity, glory and 
strength on the basis of this bold move which we hope 
will spur all the Arab countries to similar speedy 
moves." 


welcomes the meeting at Shtaura of Kosni al~2aim and 
31 share al-Khuri and regards it as 

"a prelude to roorineea and prosperity, by which 
the two Presidents inaguratsd the era ©f stronger 
relations bet we n the two countries. The Shtaura meeting 
is great news. It is a blessing.." 


■PAVfL-AL-ABMR 

refers in its editorial te a despatch scat from Beirut 
by Mr/ Collin Reed, the Laily Telegraph correspondent 
in which he discussed the possibility of the creation 
of a K mi tad union of Arab states under American or 
British patronage. The paper ridicules th# ides and 
says "Th# British correspondent's story is like a bomb 
he is throwing at a time when ths plebiscite is on 
in Pyrin and when maneuvers aie being made along the 
Syrian frontiers..." It adds: 

"The Prime Minister yesterday received the British 
and the American Ministers. It is probable that he 
discussed with them the report published in the 
British paper. •>'# ask the Prime Minister to explain 
this important point by issuing an official communique 
to enlighten public opinion which is shaken from 
to time by report# and despatches of this kind..." 
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June 2«, 1949. 



| I RUT 

complains that the opposition in Lebanon has ^one 
to sleep and has therefore left the field to the 
Oovernment to do what it likes/ It then emphasises 
that the opposition that tellers s in Its mission 
and that believes in its right, **ean not feel at 

ease and can not sleep because the painful 

situation from which we are suffering Internally 
must spur It to double and not to abandon its 
efforts...* The paper mentions the ceaseless 
work of the Jews to organise and mobilise themselves 
and says that "they are working ee hard in the simmer 
months as they worked in the winter months without 
the slimiest difference." It continues: 

"If the opposition believes that the reforms 
it is seeking will be affected in September.... 
we do not share its belief. The drug that has 
affected the opposition has not affected us. We 
will oppose even if we remain alone in the field, 
because we oppose on principle, w# oppose hot ba cause 
we want to destroy but because we want to construct, 
to spread peace, justice and prosperity throughout 
Lebanon, and to raise the standard of all the 
*eban«?e and not of a few of them whose number is 
not more than the fingers of both hands. 

"«e hoped that the opposition would not sleep 

and would not be affected by the drug will 

it wake up to thie cry auk or will it remain in- 
active in its summer resorts* Time will work 
against end not lb r It and the people's confidence 
in it will be shaken and once confidence Is shaken 
it will be hart! to regain it." 


Muhyiddin an-Hasull, the Chief Sditor of B IRCT writes 
that two days ago, he and Abdullah Ha ?hnuq of B TROT 
41-FA A* went to Damascus to congratulate Hosni al-^aim 
on his election as President of the yrian Republic and 
on the people's confidence In him. In-Kaeuli praises 
oeni al-Zaim highly, ^NtfdMMQ&y for hie efforts 
to strengthen the Syrian army and says in part: 

"It looked to me, while listening to him talking 
about the reforms ha intended introducing, tk»t 
I was listening to the father of the Turks, the 
late Attaturk. His iuxcelleney al-?alm wishes to 
follow in his footsteps and to return 'yria in a 
few years into a modem b'uronean stats...." 
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This paper believes that the Government it 
seriously intent upon uprooting the Qnwai Party 
because, it writes, in addition to its deteminstion 
to refer all the ' arty member a, who work for the 
Government, to the State Ilseiplinary Board 

"an extensive campaign will shortly be launched 
in the various companies operation in Lebanon 
for determining the anployee a who belong to 
political parties/ Ve understand that the 
Ministry of National -eonomy, in its capacity 
as controller of all companie a in the country, 
has communicated with the Surete General and 
advised it of th# neeesity of undertaking 
extensive investigations with fcha companies to 
identify those who belong to political parties 
so that the government will order their immediate 
dismissal and their replacement by non-party 
employees. The 3ur*te General has already started 
on its new work." 


AL-H4YAT 

writes that in the past, the Vyrian government machinary, 
like the present Lebanese government machinery, suffered 
from the laek of youthful elements, namely, It entrusted 
important positions to old and tags* retrogressive 
elements only, it continues: 

"The Syrian coup d'etat has been efiteeted by 
youthful officers. They are the pillars of the 
existing order and the backbone of Syria’s modern 
army. For this reason, we hope that this 
con tar ion *d 1 1 pass to the state machinery, at 
a time when the President and Marshal al-'-ai® 

Is reconstructing this machinery. 

"be will not judge the future by the shape of 
the CaHnet which was formed in Damascus on 
Sunday. ’« s&llhope that the new President 
will recommend the adoption of a policy of 
awakening and rsform in the government machinery. 

If this machinery is not renewed, a large portion 
of the state's energy would be wasted." 


AL-'AMX. 


congratulates fyria on its bid for progress and, 
in wishing that Lebanon would also live up to its 
reputation as an advanced and democratic state, 
it asserts that all the Lebanese people demand the 
formation of a neutral government, the dissolution 
of the Chashar of Deputies and the holding Of free 
and fair elections, fkr from the method* which 
attended the May 25 elections. 


AD-DIYAR 


laughs up its sleeve at the *ay Hoani al- aim has 
been promoted in a few hours from the rank of a 
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Jo Ion* 1 to that of a Marshal, expresses skepticism 
about t •« high percentage of the people who voted for 
al-?ai» "this percentage is very high if compared 
with the percentage of electors in the oldest democratic 
countries" and declare a in parti 

"Al-Zaim has become the President of the public 
and the absolute master, author! ted by the people 
to draw up the new constitution. 41-?aim has 
become the President of a democratic state. ill 
the sound democratic system return to the field 
of practicalities in Syria? 

"he are ready to bury the past in order to open 
the door of the unknown future, be congratulate 
f'yrla. while it is at the threshold of its new 
era which we hops will be an era of stability 
and prosperity in which things will return to 
normal and the numerous restrictions will be 
removed, restrictions imposed by the unusual 
military rule, so that thought may enligthen 
ami direct public opinion and so that the yrians 
may be assured of their sacred liberties. 

"Hosnl al- aim has become the President of new 
Syria! The world looks or ward to the future 
of Syria in order to see whether its republic will 
be a constitutional or a military republic." 


AL-BADAF 

writes that while the Aral world was, fro* the time 
of the yrian coup d’etat until the election of 
President al-Zalm, divided into supporting and 
skeptical groups in view of its occurrence in 
unsettled circumstances* "public interests demand 
th *t we now accept this new era and wish its leader 
success in implementing his bold program.......” 

The paper then <ays that the Arab peoples will be 
glad, after the calamities with hich they have been 
smitten, to see their governments following in 'yria • s 
footsteps. 


AKf-KAHAR 

briefly reviews the interval between the coup d’etat 
and the election of President al-Zaim in fyria and 
says regarding the : yrian ejections) "Although 
they were formal more than practical, we feel, at any 
rate, that they truly represented the people's 
confidence in the man wfee ham changed the conditions 

of the country for the sake of re forming it o 

boliovo that no ono would doubt that tho Syrian people, 
who elected Hosnl al-Zaim yesterday without enjoying 
the fresdom of choice, have sincerely placed their 

confidence in al-Zaim ?e also feel that al-Zaim 

will not forget.... that government Is a trust and that 

every rule vanishes but tho rule of the people. Let 

the President of the Republic be confident that the 
force by which he rulm* until yesterday is not the oath 
that leads to the hearts of the people; and that the 
ruler who would not be shaken by falsehood is the ruler 
who possesses the hearts of his peopls. . . .Let Hosni al-Zaim 
be such a ruler." 
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states that it is positive that the Arab countries are 
being ruled by kings *ho are obnesed by their crowns 
only and who are interested in those leaders *ho serve 
and promote their welfare before the welfare of their 
countries* The paper also strongly criticises the Arab 
League and says that It has served everything but Arab 
interests. This being the case* the paper suggests that 
each Arab country must work within its own scope: by 
consecrating all their efforts te defending their 
threatened frontiers until the time ewes when each one 
of the# becomes a military camp and a formidable fortress. 
Thus the Arab world will have a strong defensive -offensive 
machinery to protect itself against all unforeeen events. 
It concludes* "Indeed* let these governments make truce 
with one another Just as they have made truce with the 
Jews, .... .Let each one of them raise the standard of its 
own people and strengthen its own army until flod sends 
them a savior who will bring them together under one 
flag and will unite them into one existence. .." 
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.\i"- . a ■ W I r TI' M. ‘^IRUT 


June 29, 1949, 


_£l tMJiSsal , 




rablc Press 


BEIRUT 

again harps on the subject of the »overa®ont's 
distraction of the Lebanese people with the Jawmi 
Party snd other issues, demands the dissolution 
of the Chamber of Deputies, the revision of the 
Constitution and the election Law, the overhaul 
of the rovernment machinery and the spread of sound 
rule in Lebanon. It emphasises: "If the opposition 
is keeping silent for unknown reasons, the people 
will not forget the Chamber which does not represent 
them and will not forget the government half of oae 
member s are either touring or come to their offices 
at late hours." It then points out ‘ow ' yria is 
working in earnestness and energy, how justice prevails 
there and how constructional projects are well under 
way in Pyria. It wonders "Are we different from sister 
fyris in radiating sound rule, while wa rightfully cl im^ 
that our people are amongst the most intelligent peoples? 
Th.e responsible authorities must realise that we will 
not forget the reforms - the peaceful coup d’etat we 
are seeking - until they become a tangible fact." 


AL-HAYAT 


carries the following editorial on the smuggling 
activities in southern Lebanon: 


"The most important news which lepre-occupying the 
people the se days, is the brief newsltem which appeared 
in AL-FUYAT yesterday, reporting the discovery of 
four bands along the Lebanese southern frontiers 
which were snuggling foodstuffs into Israel. These 
four ’bands’ are not. everything. They are four out 
of one hundered, and probably out of one thousand 
bands, groups or cliques serving Jewish interests 
along the Lebanese frontiers. There is no country 
more miserable than that whose frontier inhabitants 
serve its enemy instead of being in the vanguard of 
resistance amain at him. 


"But to what extent could we blame the frontiers 
villages? Our government has absolutely neglected 
these villages. The villagers are without food, 
because the Jews looted their farms and also 
occupied their villages last fall. They are without 
clothes. They are homeless. They are without 
water. They are without electricity. And there 
is no one in this state uho cares for them or who 
thinks about helping them. ome of them resisted 
the Jews at first but Jflnt? then they lost everything. 
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aven now, the government has not compensated 
the® with anything, as if they are not It* 
subjects* Thus, their only mean* of livelihood 
1* smuggling for the Jew*! 

"Woe be to the state which disavow* its son* in 
the face of its enemies. Hunger and misery will 
drive them - by ten* of thousand# - to serve 
its enemies at its expense. This is a sickly 
state, tfoe be to the state which commits such 
blunders, while no on# in it fdels or thinks of 
the consequences! 

"Indeed, this state is heading toward a collapse 
if it faila to dress the wounds of its sons and to 
console them in their calamity so that they will 
become a wall against and not a hole for the etoemy. 


AL-HML 

devotes its editorial and almost the whole is- ue to 
the birthday anniversary of Pierre Jumayyel, the suprsme 
Chief of the Lebanese Phalanges. Jumayyel was horn on 
June 29, 1905. 


AH-HAHAft 


st tea that now that Hosni al-i'aim has become the 
Pre aident and Marshal of Syria and is charged with 
ruling & 4i qIb nation b® st ay for him in ruling 

his people is to taks into consideration the various 
bents and tendencies of the people, particularly the 
vl of tht croup Whicli r^fuaa© to aay y® yo® 
always. " The paper implies, in its somewhat vaguely 

worded editorial, that the Syrian people were not 
completely free whan they voted for F resident a 1-. aim 
and answered the questions put to the* l al - 

the authorities vhich they were asked to vest in the -aim 
for drafting up a constitution, at cetera# 

Jibran Hayik, who usually conmnts in this paper °n 
foreign news, discusses today the reasons for the 
adjournment of the Lausanne Conference. He «ys 
the main reason is due to the fact that the conciliation 
Commission "has failed to persuade the J*w* of the 
necessity of implementing UN decisions re **rf i "*^ a h ._. 
repatriation of the refugees; *nd because JJ* 
refused, in this last phase of the Palestine question, to 
give up the right of the refugees to return to their 
homes out of which they have be tn thrown." The 
ccwrentator eoaeludoot 

*q 0 long as the Arab states are insisting on the 
repatriation principle, let them in*i»tOB 
repatriating all of the refugees. Let them reject 
half solutions. Otherwise, ths y must wow • 
their intention to resettle all the re ug 
the Arab countries - the American plan makes it 
essential for the Arab states to formulats planr 
for resettling a large portion of ™£ u f **•/ 

Thus, the y will find a ay of eseap# from cone, 
a peace treaty with Israel. They will alr.o be 
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to prepare a strong army out of the Palestinian* 
who will return to their country by the force of 
arms and not as servile slaves.* 


SOT AL-AHRAR 


writes that while it does not want to expatiate on 
the principles of the Arab federation which is now 
being advocated by certain Egyptians in the Arab 
countries, it wonders how this Fedsration movement 
could succeed when the Arab League, which is supported 
by governments and not by individuals, has utterly 
failed to reach its goal. However, the paper wishes 
to point out that "While the members of the Lgypti \n 
were engaged ip establishing branches for the Arab 0 
Federation in H»banon, the Egyptian government was 
refusing to visas the passports of those who wished 
to Da as the summer in Lebanon. This is contradiction 
in its truest sense, unless of course, the governmental 
bodies feel differently fro® the popular bodies over 
the relations between states, particularly be ween 
sister states." The paper then feels that no Arab 
effort will sue ce d if it is not based on goodwill. 

It adds: 


"Before reviving the League, and before esta -lishing 
branches for the Feddration, all barriera mu at be 
removed between the countries forming the League. 

This should b® followed by the abolition of pas ports. 
Unless these two measures are taken, all other efforts 
will fail..." 


AL-HAP1F 


appeals to Syria to endeavor to improve its relations 
with Iraq in the interests of the Arab cause. 


TLUC-IUPH 

rites that it has received copies of letters from 
many unions »hich they have addressed to the government 
protesting against the laws it the responsible authorities 
have decided to lodge arainst the Federation of Unions/ 
The paper also reports in another article that it has 
received two appeals, one signed by 55 women and the 
other by 50 youths and worker# in Beirut, addressed to 
the Pyrian For ign Office and protesting against the 
arrest, imprison® 1 nt and persecution of free and 
democratic youths in Syria. 


AP.3ITAR 


"Colonel Hosni al-Laim has raised a new storm. We say 
Colonel, because this storm blew before he became a 
Marshal and before he was elected during the historidal 
pi ebe sclte as President of the Syrian Republic. This 
storm started by a statement which he has made to the 
come spoon ©nt of the HC’.VS CHRQMCLL in which he said! 

•I will annex Transjordan to Syria after the death of 
King Abdullah*" 
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After the above introduction, the paper complain a 
that the Zai* spoke a 1 out annexation at a time when 
the world is demanding the maintenance of the status 
quo in the Arab countries and when he is still angry 
and approaching Britain and Amsrlca because of 
Iraq’s intentions toward ?yri*. It continues: 

"He raised hell when he said that Iraqi forces 
.■■ere being concentrated along the Syrian frontiers. 
But he forgot all this in order to announce his 
determination to annex Transjordan. Why? Because 
Transjordan is a part of yrla and because he is 
endeavoring to realise n *<rab dreamt 

"Isn’t Iraq allowed to think like al-Zaim? hy 
does he want to monopolise the realisation of 
the Arab dream? Can’t Hurl as- Bald and other Iraqi 
leaders work for annexing Syria to Iraq, or Iraq 
to "yria . or joining the one to the other in 
realisation of the rab dream? HUH Aren’t 
Iraq and Syria regarded as Arab land? Isn’t 
‘.rab ism stronger than regionalism? If al-iaim 
has the light to annexf Transjordan to ryria because 
it is Syrian land, hasn’t Iraq the right to annex 
Syria because it is Arab land? 

*Al-£aim says that the people of Transjordan are 
dreaming of returning to their motherland. Has he 
ever thought about the wishes of the Syrians? 

Does he want to know their national aspirations? 

Does al- Bairn want to realise the wishes of the 
Syrians? Those tho kom almost unanimously elected 
the President of the Republic, are burning for 
the hour in Which their aims could be realised. 

Their aims are clear and known. It is a soft 
music to the tunes of which Barada goes to sleep 
every night, r»d it is a lively music utilch 
raises in Euphrates feelings of immortal glory. 

If al-£aim has musical sars, let him listen: 
divine music played by a bedouin in the desert 
of yecca. This music has been borne by angels 
on golden wings and it has been tranforaed into 
a yearning in the Arab world!" 


I 
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AR .RICAN L-.O TICK. BEIRUT 


June 3t, 1949. 


aevlev, of the 
appearing on 


Local Arabic Press 
JtlOC 30 f Xv4t c 


In urging economic union between ^eb mon and Syria 
and in pointing out that most, of the Lebanese economic 
organisations favor suto a union, this paper states in 
pert j 

"The Lebanese and Syrian sides must remember, 
in conducting their negotiations, ttm t Israel 
is on their frontiers, watching everything and 
hoping to find a gap in the Lebano- Syrian economic 
union through which to infiltrate and then to enslave 
the Lebanese and the Syrians. Seonomic enslavement 
is a natural step toward political enslavement." 


AL-HATAT 

carries the following editorial on the subject of the 

Lebano- Syrian economic unions 

"It was natural for the merchants and industrial 1st s 
to hack the principle of economic union bet we n 
fyria and Lebanon. This principle is the only 
guarantee for the continuation of the natrtal 
conditions in the two countries. 

"The current talks have revealed a fundamental 
point in this is ue, namely, the absence of specialists 
Kach side expresses its vie w s through its own 
interests, and we have not heard any views explaining 
the issue on the basis of the joint public interests. 

It is essential for the government to co-ordinate 
these views and to derive from them a suitable 
solution. But how could it undertake this task, 
while it does not have financial and economic 
specialists? 

"■*?« have, during the past five years, sought the 
assistance of foreign experts. Sach one of them 
submitted his report on the basis of quick and 
transient surveys. But the country's interests 
demand the existence of permanent experts to supervise 
and follow the progress of ouresonomic welfare, 
ve wish if the government would overcome this defect 
and send missions abroad at its own expense in order 
to specialise in fiscal and economic matters in 
readiness for the ftfcure. 

"However, the Foreign Office's economic conference 
supported our reps ted contention, namely, the 
economic union between the two count. rie s is a matter 
of life and death in relation to both countries and 
it ^lould not therefore be made the subject of any 
discussion. Therefore, we must reach understanding 
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vlth c yria to place the union principles on practical 
bases. But these bases must be elastic, so that they 
might change with economic exigencies a«d-«±giit 
and night follow the progress of time." 


AL-MKAL 


In praising the government ’ a action yesterday by 
consulting the various commercial and industrial 
interests in I-ebanon re the Syrian economic proposals, 
the paper wonders whether these interests were qualified 
to offer scientific opinions on the subject. It 
complains that it is difficult to determine the real 
nature of the economic union between the two countries 
in view of the absence of statistics and studies. 

It therefore argue s that before the economic problems 
are fully understood, no final decision must be made 
either for permanent union or separation. It concludes! 

"In awaiting the results of this scientific study, we 
re com nnd the maintenance of the partnership for a 
limited time sufficient for the necessary studies, 
provided that some of the provisions of the .htaura 
agreement a re amended in the mmmlnrtmx meantime, because 
this agreement has been oppressive to the Lebanese 
economy and treasury." 


AL-B4 :AP 


asks the government to investigate the hundreds of 
the imprisoned Qawmi uri youths with a view to their 
early release because, it states, if these youths were 
aware of the treason with which the government has 
Indicted their leader, they would have fought and not 
supported their Party. 


Farid al-Tayyara, who contributes brief articles to 
AJ..-H LUF on miscellaneous subjects, describes the Truman 
Plan for aiding under-developed peoples in the following 
novel manner. This description, according to the writer, 
also applies to the Marshall Plan! 

"It is a long bridge. . .very long, at the head of 
which an opened hand is extended towards you. You 
stretch your land towards it to the limit, and 
you get only ’crumbs.’ You stretch farther, and 
behold, the hand closes and the arm withdraws. 

In stretching your hand farther and farther, you 
uncon scion sly find yourself falling into an abyss. 

4 thread like gossamer is then lowered down to you. 

You hold on to it, and If its holder releases it a 
bit you are done with... 

"This will be the lot of any country in relation to 
the American Plan and this is its fate: 

"It lends you hundreds of millions of dollars 
but gives you only little cash. The overwhelming 
balance will be in the form of dumped, useless and 
old American goods which you will use as a consumer* 

You then return the cash to America for African 
goods while committing yourself to the most important 
natural resources of your country and r. stricting them 
to -n, erica. . . .You chain yourself by yourself, willingly, 
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for the mirage of aid, recovery and r® conet ruction. 

"0 0 od, save us from a ’Plan* whose accounts have 
been scrutinised by Jewell * 


This oaper writes that according to re> ports rs chived 
from the United States: *Abdullah Salih, our Lebanese 
colleague, has been appointed as an announcer .and 
translator with the VCICS OF .W-RICA* The broadcasting 
station has selected Salih because of his high education 
and ability* He went to the United ’tate s last year 
and was a mam her of the Council of the Union of Lebanese 
Hewsmen** 


TEL AORA^H 


welches President Hosni al-?aim f s statement that 
he intends to ^ake yria an ideal democratic state, 
and declares in part: 

*This TKLA8RAPH which is anxious to cement the 
foundations of co-operation and brotherhood between 
the sister republics and the oth r Arab states, has 
bean and still is - since the beginning of the 
Syrian coup d’etat - demanding the immediate 
revival of the republican system in Syria* How 
that this system is revived, we can not bet demand 
the implementation of Hosts! al-Zalm’ s promise to 
turn Syri into a democratic state where freedom 
will be granted to all the parties #hich believe 
in Syria’s independence and in its republican 
system, so that hey may have a chance to serve 
and strengthen this system and to raise the standard 
of the people* "m wish Syria, in its new era, all 
progress and prosperity to be attended by sound 
popular liberties** 
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NOo 121 ( you STAFF USE ONLY ) 


PKKCS DIGEST, TUJfiSTDAY, JUNE 28, 1%9. 


NEWSPAPERS HE VIE, /ED i 

Alif Ba* , j*1 Nasr, a 1 kabas, Al jtyyam, Inqilab , 
A1 *ivlam, al Shabub, ana al Jabal. 


— — oOo— — 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 9 


ZAIM*S MaSSaCK TO THE SYRlaN NATION : 


The following ic the text of the message addressed by 
H.B. Zaim to the Syrian nation following the announcement of 
the referendum and elections: 

My Noble People l 

n I have consulted you on all the measures I have 
undertaken. My sole purpose lias always been to please God 
and to serve your interests. I have consulted you on all my 
prerogatives since the 30th of March. You have given your 
view and answered in the affirmative. Regarding the status 
of the presidency, you have also approved all my proposals. 

I have invoked and won your esteemed confidence by an over- 
whelming majority. You have elected me as President of the 
Republic by your own free and direct will. 


”‘.7hile 
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"While addressing you, I cannot but feel the sanctity 
of your will, and express* my sincerest gratitude for your 
confidence in ms. It is indeed a great honor to be entrusted 
with the direction of your affairs. X, therefore, pledge 
ayse3f to devote all my power, determination, and loyal ty c 
to the realisation of the noble mission you have called upon 
me to undertake, 1 have no other aim tlian to do the utmost 
in the cause of your welfare. My sole objective is the 
realisation of your aspirations for glory and grandeur 0 X 
will spare no effort to ensure your progress in all the sphere 
of intellectual and practical activities. I will do the ultaos 
to find the means which will safeguard your independence, 
secure your sovereignty, uphold your freedom, preserve you 
rightful position among the nations of the world, and finally 
make you impregnable against the designs of the ambitions. 

"1 should also like to announce to the ^ r ab nation, my 
determination, inspired as it is by yours, to cooperate with 
all those who loyally work for the realisation of tne noble 
objectives of the ^rab league to which the Arabs have lor 
centuries aspired. I also declare my intention to adhere to 
the principles of democracy, and to serve the cause of justice 
and peace in the world. 

"Finally, while reiterating my gratitude, I salute you 
all, together with your valiant army, in the true Arab spirit of 
loyalty, calling upon Cod to bestow on me his support in my 
effort to serve your cause and enhanse your prospects,' 


EX-PRKSIDiftlT Uhh/ATLl LEAVES SYKIa FOR StflMMi 

Al Masr : Yesterday afternoon, Mr. Shukri huwwatli the 
former pr os i d exit of the Syrian Republic,, lei t Damasc is by 
air for Switzerland accompanied by his wife, hxs son, ana two 
young daughters, lie was seen to the airport by lieutenant 
Colonel, Bahij Kallas, on behalf of President ^aim. mr* 

Far is al-khuri, Dr.Muhsin Barazi, the iremier , Mr. Lutfi 
Al~Haf far , Mr. Kkalid al-Azm, Mr. Sabri al-Asali, Mr, michael 
Sly an. Lieutenant Laitham Aaylani, the Aid-de-camp of his 
excellency. President Kaim, and several business men ana , 

journalists. On getting on board the plane, kr.^Shukri ^ww 
was saluted by a contingent of the police forces . The 
Syrian national flag was hoisted over the plane, 

SECRETARY GisiNiihuiL OF THE PRESIDENCY: 

Al-Nasr.: Al Nasr correspondent has learned tliat^Dr . IQialid 
SiiaVila, the former oyrian oharge d’affaires in Brussels 
has been appointed as acting secretary general of tne 
presidency, Mr. ^sad Kuxani has been appointed as 
president of tho court of cassation, Eraser Adil ^-rslan will 
be appointed as Minister of Syria to Spain or Brasil 
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A ROYAL EGYPTIAN DKLKGATIOr i ARRIVEb IN D/il'-USCTJb^ 

Ai Nasr : Ever since the ooup d’etat was effected sgypt has 

uohold ing the new regime in Syria, motivated by its brot^ei - 
lv feelings of friendship and loyalty, and by the noble attitude 
of K ®M © lih ir i’aruk towards Syria as represented in the 
seasonality of President Ea’Im. Ho sooner had «ne nyriau peo^i 
centered their hopes and confidence in President La’im, than 
a Royal Egyptian delegation arrived in Damascus to congratulate 
ths Syrian President on behalf of H*M. King Faruk. 

At 9:3-5 yesterday (June 26) the delegation landed at 
Mezza air nort. It was headed by General Umar lathi Pasha, 
the chief aid-de-camp of his Majesty who was accompanied by 
Muhammad Yus if Bey, Major bhafiq Uuhanna, Hassan A^if Be/, 
special pilot, squadron leader Muhammad Shareef, 

Hassan lawzi al-Kabbal, and second lieutenant Hbd-al-*iajxd 

Human o 

The delegation was officially received by Ur. Jiuhsin 
Baxa^ii tile Syrian Premier , General nbdullah one 

Minister of national Defence, and the becretaries (general 
the Syrian cabinet and the foreign Ministry. 

The delegation was saluted by two contingents of the 
army and the gendarmes forces and the police band played -he 
Egyptian and Syrian national anthems. 

Later the delegation left the airport for the Orient 
Pajace Hotel. At 12:45 it left the hotel for the presidency 
in a formal procession headed by the Republican guards. 

A* one o’clock the members of the delegation had the 
honor of meeting H.E., the President. They 

on behalf of SIMM King 2'aruk, on having been eleoGed * resident, 
by an absolutely free referendum and elections. 

A t a press conference held at 1:30 yesterday at the Orient 
Palace hotel, the head of the delegation said, 

"His Majesty, our King, did not hesitate to send a ■ 
delegation to Syria to congratulate on his behalf h.L.i resident 
fn’iia and to express hi3 attitude of friendship and ^ood,"iill 
towards Syria. His Majesty has asked to congiaUilate 
President ba’Im on the great confluence of the ojraan ieople 
in him. I take this opportunity to convey to the ^yrian 
journalists His Majesty’s regards and gratitude for tne ncble 
attitude they have manifested on tne anniversary of his 

accession 
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accession to throne as well as on other occasions • Prior to 
our departure from kgypt, H.M. said to us, "Never forget 
that Hgypt and Syria form one single country," 

■a simple and shor statement but how- revealing l when 
H.M. speaks of Syria he does not refer to annexation or 
conquest* n/aht he hopes for, he says, is a unity — a free 
unity of two loyal sister - states in the cause of xautual 
benefit and the real interests of the Aj>ab »Jorld. I also 
take this opportunity to express H.M.’s regards and 
appreciation to the soldiers and. officers of the valiant 
Syrian Army. His heroic ancestor, Ibrahim Pasha, was the 
first to declare his admiration and appreciation of the 
Syrian soldiers. It is only too natural that the worthy 
descendant of a worthy predecessor should reiterate the 
same admiration. I also salute the noble Syrian jpeople and 
thank them for their hospitable and cordial reception." 


KINO XBN SAUJD’S SALUTATION l 

Alif Ba*s Shaykh Fu’ad Hamzah, King Ibn Sa'ud’s Counsellor, 
and Shaykh f Abd-al-*Aziz Ibn Zayd, the Sa’udi Arabian 
Minister to Syria, received a cable from the king instructing 
them to call on the President of the Republic, Field -Marshal 
Husni &1-Za*im, and congratulate him on his election to the 
Presidency. 

Shaykh Hamzah arrived in Damascus from Beirut and 
accompanied by the Sa’udi Arabian Minister, Shaykh ^ Ibn Zayd, 
visited the President and conveyed to him the king s 
compliments to his person and to Syria wishing him all success 
and prosperity for Syria c 


PRkSIDgNT’G PRESSES: 

Alif Ba* : President Za’im was drensed In Morning dress when 
he proceeded for the first time to the Residence on Sunday 
morning. Yesterday, Monday, he was dressed in ordinary white 
suit, and in the after-noon he was in evening dress to receive 
the Royal Egyptian Delegation. Today it is believed that 
the President will dress as a Field -Marshall o 


ARAB BANK’S CONTRIBUTIONS; 

Alif Ba’s Malak al-^-zmah, the Director of the A r ab Bank, 
informed "the President of the Republic during his visit for 
congratulation of the Bank* 3 decision to contribute to the 
"Army Day" program 15,000 Pounds Syrian.? 
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* S C OBKESPOllDENT BI, Didj ASCUSi. 

At if Ba»: The Egyptian Daily alwUiram has entrusted Hand! 
BaM'l," to bo its correspondent in Damascus o 

Aft AIRCRAFT mCClDpNTj 

41 if Ba 5 : Two military airplanes collided in JJ*® ^ t aunday 
j&h. ' oT W iilng flints resultine in the auuth of Lt. 

.Kamal Huri, Lt. Jamil al-^u'ta arid two soldiers « 


P ALE S TUT XaH S UONCKtaTULaTE THE iABSIX jENTX 

A 1 Aabas: On behalf of the Palestinian refugees in Syria, 
"thr* Charge d’Affaires of tire iv^ab Higher Committee * 

^sHftell^aphed to the fxesidant of the aepublio 

rrn aratulatinp him for his election and reminding nxm or w-~ 
"Mar tyred Palestine which is calling for yowassistanoe to 
save it from the catastrophe which befell it* 


GQilil^lSTB El HOMS ; 

AT A warn* Ten -year old ’Abd-ol -Karin al-Jindi was caught by 
tfeH?Sll£e distributing oomaunist tracts in 

Jamal I ab iiav ixi 0 moox 0 * C h hj ^ t r T*ai also a 

The instigator and a certa3.11 ’nbd-al-^hafi falamnaL, 
communist, have been transported to Damascus for .nalo 


SYRIAN ItEPKKBE StT/vTl uR _IL nDYPTf 


Alif Ba': Hr. ’Abd-al -Karim al Muhaf fal , an oifioial 
r the Syrian Legation in Egypt, lias emul armed . 1 or vain. 
returning as Charge d ’Affaires of the Legaciono 


iiliftiB l 4 ilXh S 


USSR i-nnc i;RK OVER RLldJGE ES^ 


AvTOm: Frcu Beirut comes the information over telephone 

tfefSfHoioi circles in the Capital have become greatly 

the visit of the soviet Consul in neiruv 

to the 


concerned over — . „ „ 

Palestinian refugees ill oaidon. 


fcCClutliGK 
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EXCHANGE 0 i CABLE b SETTLES LXKIAH ;:.I1D LriBttNbgiS JgUasiDOTBl 


Al Kasr: His Excellency, Husni Bey ia’im, President of the 
o'yr'ian Hepubl i o - Damascus* 

”1 have reoe-vod \*itli groat pleasure your 2xcellenoy*s 
cable announcing your election by the people as President of 
the Syrian Republic. It gives me pleasure to congratulate 
your iSxcellenoy, and to cherish the same feeling ■which you 
have as regards the friendly rel tions which link our two 
sister-states within the fraiaewor*: of the A r ab League. On 
behalf of myself and the Lebanese people I should like to wish 
you all good luck and happiness, and the Syrian brethren 
people an everlasting glory and prosperity." 


Sahara Lhalil hhourlo 


In reply His Excellency, President Za’im, ha^ent the 
following cable ; 

"His Excellency, Shakh Bshara nhalil Khuri, President of 
the Lebanese Republic - Beirut* 

I have grout pleasure in thanking for your cable of 
congratulations and your kind feelings and noble attitude 
towards the Syrian people and my own person, which you have 
manifested on the occasion of my recent election as President 
of the Republic. I take this opportunity to wish your 
Excellency all good luck and hapjblnees, and our sister- 
state, Lebanon, the perpetuation of glory and progress. 

Husni La* Iru 


SraiAN- JEWISH TRUCE IIEGOTlhTIQNSt 

Aj. Nasr t It is now certain that permanent- negotiations 

between the Syrian and J swish delegations will be resumed this^ 
morning. Today’s meeting will probably be the last or the last 
but one. The only remaining source of difforanoe relates to 
tiie explanation of certain points in the proposals recently 
submitted by Dr. Bundle, the acting media tor Dr* Bunoha luis 
been ashed to give liis own explanation on these points, -uin 
his^eoly is believed to have been received. Consequently, 
it is not unlikely that tne negotiations will be terminated 
to-day by tile signing of the truce agreement. There is a 
rumor that hr. Bunchc has arrived in Damascus to presiue over 
to-day’s meeting. This rumour, however, has not yet been 
confirmed* 


WHERE 
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* i. Li iii-i -1 a liJ 


at, "m&a oi-Tia; wbhrhd to dy hjki s^id? 


Ai Naar: Now that the results of the historic referendum and 
presidential elections have been published, It is worth 
refuting the cheap propaganda of Nuri Said, the hr enier 
of Iraq, i'he striking and unexpected results of the 
referendum and the elections will make our tasn much easier. 

Gan Mr. Nuri Said utter one single word prejudicial to the coup 
ci’htat anu Its legality, or to the presidential post of H.K. 

3a* im and its legality? Has Nuri Said heard of the over- 
whelming majority which has given its votes in favour of 
ta*im? Or lias ho ever hoard of any other individual, who, 
like 3a* im, has won the complete support of an entire nation? 

If he has 5 at yet had the opportunity to enlighten himself 
on. those facts, ho might well as his consuls and his Minister 
to Syria. He might even enquire from the officials of the 
British Legation about the procedure and results of the 
referendum and elections. He is then bound to realise the. t 
there lias been no intimidation or compulsion, but obsolute 
freedom characterised by a widespread and determined intention 
on the part of the ^yrian people to elect 3u* im Q 


FJH/JSS/aet , 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 

DAMASCUS >cADI0 QUIP- EKT A RY 

June 27, 1949 • 


Evening Commentary 


Holland * The Dutch city of Arnhem, which was almost 
completely destroyed during the war, ia welcoming this sum- 
mer competent sculptors from six European countries. An open- 
air exhibition will be organised in a magnificent park. Bushes 
and trees will be especially planted in order that each piece 
of sculpture is jjresented in the best possible atmosphere* 

In a workshop built especially for this purpose, Dutch scul- 
ptors will demonstrate their craft, and visitors will have 
the opportunity to tour the park guided by the artists them- 
selves-. This exhibition has been organized on the occasion of 
the 30th anniversary of the Dutch -Sculpture League. 


Nigeria . The US Government has sent to Nigeria two scien- 
tists to participate in the struggle against two of Africa's 
worst enemies: the tse-tse fly and the mosquito. It is well- 
known that the Tse-Tse fly carries the sleeping sickness germ 
and the mosquito that of malaria. Due to these two insects 
which infect man as well as .cattle, millions of acres of land 


ram a 

in ■ 

,mcul 

tivate 

d* 



Iir 

terna 

tion&l 

Hews 

. UNESCO 

a re 

pQV'“ 

> on ■ 

do ti on 

pict 

ares which 

year 

» +’ - 

>00 g 

ood-le 

ngth 

films have 

St at 

f'i t - 

. v ... * Jl '.j* i i 

have 

alone 

released ! 

port 

fein-L*. 

r x Xu 

.produ 

car a 

in the v/or. 

prod 

U C : 

i 230 

films 

duri 

mg the las 

logo 

[• Yu 

r wi t 

h Fran 


exico, Gre 


Union , 
These . 
c lias at; 
end oh? 
1 hour 
and— ha 


; 5 , d C hi n e , sn &ke 
bb axi 1 


i released. The United, 
films are the most im- 
Next comes India, which 
j.r* These two countries 
•itain, Italy, the So vie t 
up 70p of the world's production* 
Cerent and varied as ere the customs end 

r Sur o ;>e 


the countries which have produced them. 

*1 jl i> 


lima 
b of 

■A 4 !: ,.p i *ir' JO* ( 

>0 minutes. In Egypt, China and India, films of twe 
. Hours are numerous. 


‘re, the average length of a film is 



Turkey 
ham be a 



,.ei , A 

JL. jo r . J- - u * 


3fe films ? such as Hollywood production have cost mil- 
? dollars j others like those produced in Burma, arid 
nave not cost more than 110 , 000 , In D i&m, the technique 
a simplified: the film is me.de with a 16 mm. silent 
bile, the sound is recorded separately on reagent ic wires, 
■j two are run simultaneously giving the effect of sounc 


/ n -v I-, -m* 

£*y.‘ -UCiJ *? i ilw x ■ 

Music in Mexico has 


scent opening of 
c onf irme d t hr t / 1 


the National Acad? my of 
Vis country holds an 


eminent. • . * . 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


Approved For Release-2®3i1 0/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


eminent place in the musical world of Latin America. This 
Academy occupies f, modem building in Mexico. A thousand 
stuaents are able to study simultaneously in the 80 halls of 
the Academy* There are also 2 halls for the projection of 
films end an auditorium in open air which cun hold 3500 people. 

Peru . Representatives of 15 nations met in Cusoo (Peru) 
on the 24th of this month to study eoonoraio, health, and edu- 
cational problems concerning the 30,000 Indians of the Western 
Hemisphere. This second Congress of the Indian Inter-American 
Institute hf s been held to raise the Indian's standards of 
living according to modern scientifie ejid educational methods* 


MORNING COMMENTARY 


Last week, the corpses of two Arab children were found 
on the beach of Acre near the quearter of Tub Attuha. The 
cause of their death could not be diagnosed. But after a 
post mortem examination, two openings were found at the tem- 
ples. It was then ascertained that death me a due to blood 
donation. Later, several other coppses were found in the srtne 
condition. The blood drawn had been used for the treatment 
of wounded Jewish officers*and soldiers. Thus the Zionists 
had not hesitated to commit another terrible crime in the 
Holy Land. 

They know only too well that the big powers are support- 
ing them and in their favor. These big powers have been con- 
tent with witnessing the realisation and development of this 
State of Israel, the creation of which has meant for the Arabs 
the end of pef ce and marked the beginning of an ere of violence 
and unrest. They were able to assassinate the late Count Ber- 
nadotte, UN Mediator for Palestine, without any other incon- 
venience than that of presenting excuses and a report on the 
circumstances of this tragedy* 

Later, when the Zionists expressed their desire to become 
a member of the United Nations, they were supported by a large 
majority. 

As regards the Refugees problem, they remained firmly 
obstinate in spite of the" UN decisions. Their only reply was 
, Ko repatriation Is possible while the Arabs refuse to make 
peace • * 


They have 
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They hare also rejected all the UK projects 
relating to the internationalisation of the Holy 
City. The Tel-Aviv authorities hare decided that 
Jerusalem should he the capital of the State of 
Israel* They hare spared no effort to establish 
themselves in this sector of Palestine* They are 
convinved that the day will come when they can face 
the world with the fait accompli of becoming the mas- 
ters of this historic oity of both Islam and Christ- 
ianity* This might be a victory for the Zionists* 

But at the same time a sad humiliation for the West, 
and for all Christianity* 


es 
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©>aily He view of the Syrian Press 

The following is an infernal digest r>f material frtn the Incal Arabic Press, 
and is in nn way to be considered as an cffioial translation* It should *jat 
be quoted nor attributed to the Legation. 


l a 


{ FOR STAiF TJSE CULT ) 


Press Digest, Wednesday, June 29* 1949. 




NEWSPAPERS REVIEWED: 

Alif Ban Al Nasr, *dL Q.abas, AX Ayyam, A1 Inqilab, 
al*Alam t Al Shabab, and al label. 

WWMwOQO****** 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 


hki constitution: 

Al Alam: Following bis agreement to for^ tbe new 

Premier of Syria, in a message addressed to H.K. Presidwt 
Za’Im. said that be will comply with the wishes of the P«ople 
in his efforts to lay down a nm constitution reflecting the 
genius and characteristics of the Syrian nation. He J*®® 
promised that tlie new constitution, once completed, will oe 
submitted to the people for approval. 

The former constitution is notoriously defective aod ^ 
incoherent. That is why the parliamentary activities under 
the former regimes followed a su^ ersive 

detrimental to the interests of the nution. .lS^troona 
government, which followed the evacuation of foreign troops, 

ado d ted 
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adopted this constitution and introduced various amendments • 

These amendments, however , increased the defects of the constitution, 
as they ware of a narrow limited nature designed to serve certain 
personal interests.. Under the former regime parliamentary 
activities were simply an exchange of spoils and interests 
destined to lead to the self -aggrandisement of a limited * 
number of individuals at the expense of the majority of the 
peonle* <*hat the people aim at is the establishment of a 
true anu solid constitutional status impregnable against air 
corruption and temptation* The position of the members of 
Parliament must be characterized by a sacred piety and 
integrity tuciu to those of tne righteous judges* It is the 
element of piety and integrity that makes the people 
confident in the justice of their constitution and government* 

■ \ 

DUITaILS 031 THIS RsCaNT VISIT OP TliS jmU&LfeM TO li.&. PHr»SliJ^HT. 

srng — — ■ ; . ■ 

A1 Ay yam: Two days ago, June the 27th, the delegations 
representing the various Hubs* and districts visited the 
presidency to express their congratulations and allegiance 
to I.U&* President Aa’im* 

Addressing the delegation representing the ^atifah 
district, H*ii>« uaid* "The present new rogime is quite 
different from the former- The poor and the rich will shortly 
be on an equal footing. Under the new regime the inhabitants 
of tne villages' will soon enjoy a state of happiness unu 
prosperity*” 

At 10 : 50 ll.ii. received the delegation representing the 
Kuh. of Aleppo, headed by LIr* nhalil Rifat, our correspondent 
so <ld also recognise Ur. Abd al-Rahman nayyali, hr. dahbi nl~ 

Hariri, Mr. Hijaoa.t al-Haraki, Mr. Ahmad hhalil alA.udarris , 

Mr* Muhammad i-htilii al— iludarris, the chieis of the various 
quarters of Aleppo, and several other notable and Xormer mesioers 
of Parliament « 

Addressing this delegation, H.E. said, "with uhe gracious 
assistance of God, I hope 1*11 be able to realise your * 

expectations * Several, projects will soon be mater iaj.ised with 
a view to making Syria the richest Ayab oountry * I W—.1 spare 
no effort to transform Aleppo into a spacious garden not 
less inviting than the gardens of Damascus." 

Speakiug on behalf of the delegation Dr. Abd al— .najuaan. 
hayvali, thanked the President and expressed the viilixngiiess 
of tne inhabitants of Aleppo to conform to the wisuos of 
Ji,E. which, bo said, are always compatible with the interests 

of the 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30005-6 


of the general welfare* 

,ri.t eleven o'clock ii*L. received the delegation representing 
the tTulan district, addressing the delegation he said, 

,f Inhabitants of the town of vuuaitral As a re\ ard ,to your 
efforts your dist. ict will he transformed into a Muh. tc he 
called, "the Muh* of *Tulan". I will make of every town on 
the frontiers a fortified stronghold supplied with all kin .ds 
cf arms . X will also improve the conditions of the summer 
resorts in your district* 

*» 

At 11:10 he received the delegation representing the Ghutah 
and promised them to comply with all their wishes, drain the 
marshes, and exoeute the projects for supplying the Ghutah 
with electricity and water* 

At 11 : 20 he received the delegation representing Jabal 
al-Ar&b, headed by the Muhafiz of hi Suvjaida, Mr. Arif al« 
Kakadi, and composed of Emir lias sari al~A trash, i'adl allah «Tarbu 
Amir fuaif Pasha al-Atrash, and various other distinguished 
notables and religious personalities, opeaking on behalf 
of the delegation, **mir Hassan ai-^trasli stated that all 
the inhabitants of al-Jabal are ready to place themselves at 
the disposal of their President, and to perform whatever 
duty they might be called upon to undertake, 

nt 11:25 he received the delegation representing Jazirah 
composed of Mr. hhaild al-Uagh&staal , ad hopd of the delegation 
Mr* hahliaiu al-Kudl, Mr, Said Ishaq, Mr. ^bd al-iiazzak al ** 

Hissn, Shay nil febd al-^ziz al-Musallut, and several big farmers 
arid former members of lari lament* President Aa'im told the 
.member A of the delegation that there are several projects 
which will all be materialised in the course of the next five 
years after which Jazirah will become a populous and prosperous 
part of Syria* 

■if 

*>% 11:35 ^resident. Aa'lm received the Lattakia delegation 
headed Iby the Muhafiz s Colonel Ahalld al-khani » who was 
acoompaniec by the members of the chamber© of commerce and 
industry, the members of the Lattakia iort Committee, and 
the former members of .t-arl lament. Our correspondent could 
recognise Mr. Bedew i al-Jubal # Mr* Asad iiarun, Mr* Muhammad 
All kamil, llaj ^asiiii Yasin, and a few scholars. ’Ahe President 
promised the delegation to realise as soon as possible the 
reform schemes required by the Muh* of ' Lattakia , notably the 
Lattakia fort Project to which, he said, he will give special 
attention. 

At 11:40 President ma’ira received the delegations 
representing the iiuhs, 'of Hama and the Euphrates headed 
respectively -by 'the Muhs. Colonel Rafiq Pikrat and Mr. Kaxaal 

Rida 
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Rida* ^Jttong the members of the llama delegation there wore 
Mr. Tar Id al-xiana, Bishop Harika, Mr* Najib Agha Barazi, Mr. 
Abd al~ftahman al-^zm, Mr. half Hulqi, Mr. ^dib liassur, and 
a few teachers and lawyers* The. .Euphrates delegation was 
composed, of Bhaykh Said al~ka£i and representatives of the 
biggest families of the Huh. of Euphrates su.cn as the nyish 
and iiunaidi families. 

Later ^resident na’im received the Homs delegation 
headed by the Muhafiz of horns. Mr. nnbari. ^mong the 
members of tu© delegation, there were representatives foom 
the various © ora. ami ties ana big families of Homs sat as the 
Raalans, the hrubis, the Klfais, the Husseinis arid the 
Jandalis. (Al-nyya» correspondent makes no mention of any 
reoresentatives from the ntasi family) * 


THE XATTAhlm PORT PROJECT: 

Al A.yyam: It has boon learned that the Syrian Gov er ament is 
attaching great importance to the realisation of the Lattakia 
Port Project. After an extensive study Alexander Gibb 
Company has submitted a detailed report on tho present 
situation of the country and its future prospects with regard 
to the importation of foreign goods and tho exportation of 
Syrian products abroad. The Company has also reco. ..leaded the 
Lattaxia coast for the construction of the first Syrian porta 
The construction of tho port* la a way as to be suitable for 
the anchorage of big ships, has been estimated to cost around 
28 million Syrian pounds. The government is therefore 
investigating the best means by which the project can be 
materialised, a responsible source at the ministry of rublie 
works lias declared that the '■Government will either stand the 
expenditure itself or resort to an oil company or one. of the 
local, or foreign companies. 


Tlk. oYRXAi; HIM JLuU M.-.ETh Tim. HUHn* I/siEM : 

Ai ^y-yam * At- 95 30 this morning June 28, Dr, Muiisin al -Barazi 
began receiving the muhufizeen at Government House separately, 
he discussed with the*.* the present conditions in the Muhs. and 
the measures to be taken, now that the referendum a. id elections 
have been completed. It seems that the Ministry of the 
Interior intends to make an. overall reshuffle of the Muhafizeen 
so as to meet the r equir ©merits of the reform oompaign to be 
conducted in the near future. 


The Building 
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TM BUILDING OF A NEW QOVgHNiGiNT HOUSE: 

Al Ay yam: A correspondent of nl-Ayyam has learned that the 
Syrian fevernmant has decided to build a new government 
house since the present Serail does no longer meet the 
requirements of the increasing activities of the cabinet and 
the various ministries* For this purpose the government has 
chosen a spot of land in Bagdad Street, of an area of 2500 
square meters* The present Government House will be use by 
the Municipality of Damascus. A world famous architect 
has been invited to work out the plan in cooperation with 
kyriar^enginoers . 

BANQUET IN HON OH OF PRESIDENT SA’IM: 

At If Ba f : Egyptian Minister Plenipotentiary ‘Abd-al-’Aziz 
S&dr Bey is giving a dinner party in honor of H.E. the Presi- 
dent of the Syrian Republic, liusnl al-Ea 'im. ^0.1 ministers 
as well as diplomatic personnel in Damascus have been 
invited to this party. 


council, OF MINISTERS * MEETING: Communique: 

Alif Ba': "At 500 p.m. Tuesday, June 28, 1949, the Council 
of ministers held a meeting under the chairmanship of H.E. 
the Prime Minister, Muhsin Bey Barazi. *«• Legislative Deereo 
regulating the executive and constitutional powers until 
such tine as the now Constitution is promulgated and ratified 
has been passed. Certain political as well as economic 
subjects Y*ere raised and discussed. The meeting aujourned 
at 7:00 p.m." 


SALE OF WHEAT TO EGYPT: 

Alif Ba*: A num.be r of experts representing the Egyptian 
Ministry of Supply has reportedly arrived in Damascus to 
negotiate the purchase of wheat and white barley irom .>yria 
against payment in Egyptian ourrenoy. 


COMrhFSixTION OF hUPFAEESED paPEHS: 

Alif Ba* : Decrees granting indemnltion to the suppressed 
papers have finally appeared, following is tho breakdown of 
the indemnities: 

DAMASCUS: Al In 3 ha!_ 10,000 LS and 3,500 for rrinting Press; 
Al Pavha *10.000, Al nlfah 10,000 and 3,500; a! Balad 10,000; 
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Al istiolal al-’Arabi 4.000, and 1*J00; A^ Akhbaj?. 7,500; 
aT“ N l zamXTf) So and 'JjOOO ; Fatta al-Arab 57^0 and 2,500 , 
A ' Hhft f 2,000*, Radio 2 1 5000: Al fan Wal Radio 3,5000; A^.Anba 
3,500 and 2,000; Assa al-Jannah 5.000; AX Manar 000^ and £, 500 
ial lad id 3,000; Al Mar^a 3,000; Al Ma *ar If at3 , OOP » Al Andal^h 


ALEPPO: Al Nazir 7,000 Al Hawadith 7,000; Al Tagaddum_7,000; 
iTTihad ’OopTaI '^af^A^ 2,000; M SSfig T? » 

rs~rrr r?T _•? o * o cnn. m ,J Q nt I. ftOH nnd 2 . 600 : He Mad lATiuC 


Al Jihad 4 , 000 ; 

Al Ba r i d al-Suri 3,500; Al Jaqt 4,000 and 27500 ; _He£radU\rmeniarij 
5,000 and 3 , 5007 Al Tarbiyyah 3,000; Al Shahba* 3,000; Gaytan , 
Anna 3,000; and Al Llwa 5, 00Q« 

HOMS : Al »Asel 4,500 and 3,500; and ^1 NawaVir, 3,000 

LATmJA: Al Rhabar 4,500; A^ * 4 , 300 i 4^ 3 »* 00 

Al Sha'ti 27000: Al Jala * 3 ,000 and Al Lattaicia 2,000* 


FOUK’Hi PIT JULY .u.iERlGAN iJiriJiAdiART; 

Alif Ba f : Preparations are being wade by the nme^ican 
Legation in Damascus to celebrate tiie 174tb anniversary of 
the Independence of the United States of America. 


A.U ALXF IC aTI ON S OF PRESIDENT ZA*IM:_ 

A l vAbae: Commenting on the election and referendum . . . 

semi-official French newspaper, Le Monde^ described President 
Xa'iia as "a daring person" and capable of gp.ixxisii& supi^orters 
against the Hashimite attitude. The paper added that the 
President has sufficient qualifications to enable him 1 bo 
materialize his dreams and regain the glories attained xn the 
days of Salah-al*»0in al™ nyyubl* 


^iHaB AFFaIRS 


PESSIMISM OF HU UYRlAN DELKGtwTION: 


Al ^bas: The Syrian Foreign Office has received a r eport which 
clearly shows pessimism around the future of the Palestinian 
refugees, as the Jews have not shown good intentions toward 
these displaced A r abs 0 They have insinuated * ead ^*\ s h 

indemnify the Arabs against sufficient guarantee from the Arab 


States 
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States to shelter them in their own countries. The US policy 
on the other hand, states the report, frankly supports the 
Jewish viewpoints , and attempts to persuade the Ajabs by 
promising to extend assistance to the Arab hast* In 
return the U.S. expects the Arabs to accept the fait accompli 
solution of the Palestinian question and the establishment of 
. ♦Israel* * 


From official sources comes the information that there are 
indications of official contacts between the Arab States to 
study the adoption of a joint action toward this question 
when negotiations at Lausanne viith the Conciliation Commission 
are resumed after three-weens of recess* 


Aiif Ba* : Official circles in the Capitul labelled us false 
the news reoorted by certain nevjs agencies to the effect that 
the Syrian delegation to Lausanne will return to Syria shortly 
In view of the present deadlock in the talks* 


SYRIANS IK TJ a HMYI 

Rlif Ba* : according to certain sources the TJ Government has 
taken the initiative of discharging from the TJ Army all 
personnel of Syrian origin. "Is this true?", the paper 
Inquires* 


BROTHFKLY RATIONS BZTIZ.U SYR La, KGYPT, -Min i^*ULl -^uUlAS 

a 1 1 i apers published the texts of telegru;iis exchanged between 
President ha ’ lift and each of the Sa*udi Arabian and Egyptian lyings* 


ZIONIST ■tiTROCITlBS OOhTIKUK: 

^1 ,i.lam: It is reported from Cairo that the Zionists have 
killed and tortured several people during the recent search 
in the Arab village of Abu-fihuab between Jerusalem and Lydda 
Similar crimes were also phrj^trat*! during the police search 
campaign recently conducted in the Ofalilee district, notably 
in Nazareth. Thirty men are • oported to have been arrested* 


ZIONIST CaKCjJR: 

Unaer the above heading, kditor Munir al-Rayyis compares 

the 
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tiie noble attitude of ning 1'aruk toward hyrin with that of 
King Abdullah and Ruri al-Sa' Id. ./hareas the great Egyptian 
King looks only for the union of the two Arab countries, the 
"two othor neighboring countries" look after annexing gyria 
which will only serve the Zionist interests, iiayyis points 
out and adds that hyria welcomes union with iigypt, because it 
is only through this union that tlio Zionist cancer oould be 
extracted. 


I' .(Hi /JSS/ -ti/aet . 
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June ?8, 1949* 


Ho on Commentary 


The list of victims of Zionist terrorism in Pales- 
tine increases daily* Yesterday, we referred tc the cases 
of the children killed in Galilee, whose corpses were re- 
cently discovered in the region of Acre « Later it was re- 
oorted that sixty Arab civilians had been massacred by Jewish 
soldiers near the village of Brir, a few kilometers- from Clare, 

The details of this incident, given by those who es- 
caped show once again what little heed the Jews give to the 
fundamental laws of humanity* 

A convoy of some 230 Arrb merchants and refuge. s were 
travelling from Gar, a to Hebron* Two women fomed part of this 
cart. van train whose only means of transport consisted of 
camels and donkeys* At a given signal near the village of 
Brir, a group of Jewish soldiers, probably in ambush, fired 
with” machine guns at these peaceful travellers. No resistance 
v;e.s given, not even a return of fire on the part of the Arabs, 
who were taken completely by surprise in the middle of the 
night and had no armed escort. A great slaughter took ple.ee* 
The first volley struck tie^d a number of Arr bs« Other's saw 
themselves savagely attached, beaten, and robbed of their 
belongings and baggage* Later they were shot in cold blood* 
Sixty members of the convoy were thus massacred, the darkness 
fortunately facilitated the escape of the remainder from 
SG.Tfc&i n ciecch? 

Some sceptics might believe, that this tragicineident hrs 
been fabricated to be used for propaganda* The se fasts however 
have been reported by the Egyptian authorities to the ON ob- 
servers who could without any difficulty identify some of the 
victims, but not all, for a large number of the corpses were 
thrown into a well, as in the Deir Yassin incident* The Jews 
have their own methods , and will always adhere to theta. 

Such is the type of people who now inpoee their lews over 
three-quarters of the Holy Land, because the Western Hemisphere 
believed not long ago that to support the Zionist cause was 
both judicious and meritorious. They did not he site te to au- 
thorize the Jews of the entire world to invade Palestine, 

a country . * 
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a country Amo to the core* for centuries* They had not the 
least com junction later in justifying this aggression end 
giving it seemingly legal status in the eyes of the world by 
admitting the new-born state of Israel into the United Nations 


Such are the people who nay shortly transfer their 
capital to the holy City, in order to impress their pre- 
tensions over the whole of Palestine 4 s well as their con- 
tempt of the UK decisions* Ik so doing, they will experience 
& supreme exultation in defying end humiliating Christianity 
by installing them so. Ives as masters of the Holy Places. It 
may well be that at that moment the Christian world will 
shudder with indignation® But it will be too late. In the 
future, in order to visit the Holy Places, pilgrims from 
Europe and America, will have to ask fpr the keys fro© 

■y^ooe at whose hands Christ was crucified* 


Evening Commentary 


Here is now our evening talk which consists of a 
short biography of Ur. Muhsin Barasi, the new Prime Minister 
of Syria: 

Dr. Muhsin Beraai is the^roungest Prime Minister Syria 
has ever had* He was born in 1904, at Hama* He studied 
Law at the University of Paris, where he presented his thesis 
on 5 Islam and Socialism* which was passed with distinction. 

Dr. Baras! started his professional career at the Syrian 
University as Professor in the Faculty of Law. He retained 
this post until 1944. During this period, he became Minister 
of Education, during April until September, at a time when 
Syria was going through a very critical period* Later he 
was asked to represent. his country at the Sypreme Council of 
the Syrian-Le banes© Common Interests. In 1945 Dr. Barf si was 
entrusted with the responsible and delicate post of Sec-Gen 
to the Presidency of the Republic t which he held until 1947. 
ris then served ae a member of several cabinets, occupying in 
turn Education, the Interior, Foreign Affairs, and once more 
Education. At the same time, he was often entrusted with 
various delicate missions to Arab countries where his strong 
personality won him the profound and sincere esteem of all 
authorities. \ 

To complete t hi ^biographical sketch of the Prime Minis- 
ter, it is worth mentioning that he obtained in 1941 the 
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rectorship of the Syrian University. He is well-versed, in 
Arabic and French literatures. He has an excellent know- 
ledge of English. He is a consummate diplomat, greatly 

internal 

experienced in the external and/ affaire of Syria, lie hr.s 
held also an imports nt role in Syrian politics since the 
Coup d f ifitat of the 30tn of Jfarch. Ae Syria’s Minister to 
hgypt and Saudi Arabia, he has contributed much to the 
strengthening of Syria’s position in the scene oi inter- 
national politics* 


BB 
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©ally Review of the Syrian Press 

The following is iufcmal digest of material fr$m the lneal Arabic Press, 
find is in nr way to be considered as an cfficial trarslotion. It should jjot 
be quoted nor attributed to the Location* 

No. 123 ( gQK STAPP USP mi ) 

HUSSS UXQiSST. TKUhSPAT . JWiK 30. 1949. 

NMSPAPKKS BgVTfo/KD i 

Alif Ba», A1 Nasr » A1 ^ab as. Hi Ayyam, AX Inqtlab, 

A1 'Alam, a 1 hhabab, and al J abal. 


— — oOo«— 

DOMESTIC APPalKS. 

US MIN IS TEH AT TM PUrthlON OPi'ICE: 

Alif Ba»: The US Minister Plenipotentiary to Syria, Ur. James 
Keelay, visited the Prime Minister, Dr, Kuhsin Barazi, at his 
office. The visit lasted a considerable time. 

Prom political circles in the Capital cones the news that 
this meeting was connected with the <tmerican efforts being 
exerted to find a solution for the Palestinian question. 


4KNKXATIQN OF TJ TO SYRIA: 

Al <^abas: The Directorate of Publication, Propaganda and 
Broadcasting in a Communique labels as false the news reported 
by certain papers that the President of the Republic has 
anno one edf^his policy the annexation of Transjordan to Syria. 

VISIT OP PRAMIhR SUIdi TO SYRIA? 

Al Qabaa: a delegation headed by Lebanese Premier hiyad al- 
i^lh apT* composed of ministers and senior State officials, 
is expected in Damascus today, ‘Thursday, Juno 30 to oonvey to 
President ha’im the salutations and congratulations of the 
Lebanese President of the Republio. 


A report 
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a report from Beirut indicates that the Delegation is 

also carrying to Dyria the Lebanese reply to the three-point 
Syrian Note, it is reply is believed to carry a compromise 
settlement for the future of ooonoiaic union with Syria, 

jjGYi'TlAN B/dN . JJLT Ili HONuh Oh Phj^SlDaNT EA ’ IM : ( Pr . Dig. 122 / 5 ) 

A1 Nasr: General Umar lathi Pasha, the Chief Aide-de-camp of 
ning laruk who headed the Egyptian Delegation to Damascus to 
congratulate President La * im on his election, received the 
President at the Party given at the Egyptian Legation yesterday 
The President dressed in Held -Marshal f s uniform was received 
at the foot of the stairs and accompanied into the Legation by 
General Eathi Pasha. 

A film showing an Egyptian Delegation distributing Ling 
Paruk’s gifts to the Syrian soldiers at the front was projected 
during this banquet « 

The Egyptian Loyal Delegation is leaving for Cairo by 
plane today, Thursday, at 2:00 p.m. 

Umar Pasha’s farwell visltto Lalimi Communique 

AX Nasr: At 12:00 Wednesday, June 29, 1949, General Umar lathi 
Pa1ma7"iving Paruk’s Chief aDC visited President -a* im at his 
Presides tial Residence to take leave. The President received 
him and expressed to him his feelings of gratitude to Ii.M. the 
Ling and bid him and the members of the delegation farewell 

POB TPGNhlENT OP aKMY DAY: 

Ai Hasr : The Suprerae Committee for "Army Day" contributions 
formed by the Muhufazat of Urban Damascus held a meeting today 
Wednesday, ana after having, studied various subjects relating 
to the arxay day contributions, the formation of sub-conmittoes, 
and establishment of offices in all the Muhafazahs, it decided 
to postpone the "Day’ 1 to Saturday, June 2, The first day of 
every month, from August and on, will be the "Army Day , 

CKlmKS AGaINST MOOaLITY IUCuEaBING: 

Al Nasr: To clear off the shame, Muhammad Umar Kajir Umari of 
Ain 'Pigah Village, stabbed his sister to doath for her moral 
misbehavior, and Kushu Muhammad a 11 liasayn, of jGiaznah village^, 
near the Turkish frontiers, assasinatod his wife for the sane 
reason. Both criminals are in flight. 

A SECOND DIRECTOR TO DGPPB: 

Al Nasr: Dr. ndib Nassur, former Deputy for Kama, has^beon ^ 
appointed Second Director to the Directorate General of publica- 
tion, Propaganda, and Broadcasting* In viovj of his extensive 
education, wide knowledge, experience, and firm devotion to 
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country, tiiis appointment nus mot th sati si notion in. 
all circles. 


K.GH/JSS/aeto 

DAMASCUS RADIO CuMlENTARY : 

As noon commentary the SBS announced the text of the 
address delivered by President Za’ira to the Syrian People on 
the occasion of his eLection to the Presidency of the Republic* 

as Evening Commentary the 3BS announced an article entitled 
Syrian-Lebanese Federation Plan Eastern United States Convention 
from U3IS daily bulletin, of Wednesday, June 29, 1949. 

Copies are available at the US1S 0 
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a ily Review of the Syrian Press 

?>*•=) fallowing is an infernal digest ty'f r:.©terial fr *n the lacal Arabia Press, 
£nd is in ri^ way to he considered as an official translation* It should not 
be quoted nor attributed to the Legation* 

P- 


S&a 


(FOR STAFF USE ONLY) 


PRESS DIGEST, FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1949. 

1 * 1*1 


NEWSPAPERS REVIEWED: 

ALif Ba f , Al Nasr, and a 1 Jabal. 



DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 


PUBLICATION OF 2iNGL0«»IRaKIaK AGHn&iENT: 

A;n Pa pug appeared today In six pages Instead of the 
usual four for the purpose of publishing the full text of 
the Anglo-Iranian Agreement* 

PtfgBRENDUM aND ELECTIONS: 

All Paoers carried today editorials urging the Syrian 
People to participate in the referendum and elections. The 
following by Allf Ba» demonstrates the general tone of the 
editorials: 

"The second historic day in the life of the country 

besides 
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besides March 30, 1949 is June 25. 1949 * 

In about three months, from March 30 to June 2§ 
what could not be realized during thirty long years 
was realized in this country* 

Citizens will witness in a few months after June 
25 greater work and extremely important projects* 

On June 25 , the Syrian people are called upon to 
express their desire in steadying a firm and strong rule 
inspired, by the people and for the good of the people. 

Citizens in Syria and in the neighboring countries are 
called upon to exercise their rights in the referendum and 
el ec tion* 

Citizens of 18 years of age or over are called upon 
to answer the five questions of the referendum. The 
short answers to these questions will represent the free 
will of the people* 

Do not fail to rush to the ballot centers and exercise 
your right and fulfil your dutyo” 

On the other hand, Editor Uajib al~Rayis points out in 
Aj qabas: 


"Although the success of Colonel Aa’iia on the 25th is 
certain, because there is no other candidate, yet we should 
reinforce his election by a unanimous vote so as to prove 
to those who supervise the first referendum in the country 
that we are fully determined to let the elected President 
feel that his powers come directly from the people and to 
make this President remember always that his success in 
election is due only to the people’s faith in him* The 
more heavy the voting the President will get from the 
people the more self-confident he will feel* lie will certainly 
> feel, most Df all, that he is uninfluenced by the deputies’ 
domination and pressure, because alas experience has taught 
us that most of the deputies had bean stunding against 
contemplated reforms* 


THE NEv/ ARMY LA. <7 i 


A1 Nasr: according to the New army Law enacted by a 
Legislative Decroe which was passed by the Council of Ministers 
(See Pr* Dig. 118/4) The President of the Republic will 
be considered the Commander -in “Chief of all the x*rmed forces* 

He will be authorized to appoint the Army Chief of Staff 

and Unit 
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and Unit Commander eis suggested by the Minister of Defense 
and approved by the Council of Ministers® 

According to the Hew Law, if the i 'resident has had a 
military career}, he will hold the highest military rank, 
namely that of Held Marshal (Mu shir ) , 


N OmINAi'IOi lU AT TUP UHIVLUSITY: 


A1 Kasr: In its latest meeting the Council of ministers 
approved of the ap no in t ament of Jalal Zurayq as Direotor 
of the Board of Inspection in the Ministry of Instruction^, 
and Dr® nntstas Shahin as the Dean of the hohool of Medicine 
of the Syrian University o 

a Law governing the practise of medicine in Syria was 
also passed in this meeting® 


SYRIANS AhKlVXDG TO VO TBS 


A1 ny yam; an estimated number of 15,000 Syrians residing, 

Tn Lebanon are believed to be arriving in Damascus in 
hundreds of buses and cars t-~ enjoy their right of voting; on 
June 25 o This spirit on the part of the Syrians abroad 
has been met with satisfaction on the part of the Government 
which permitted them to vote in Damascus regardless of their 
places of origin in Syria® 


m LGYfTIAl x'.tliTY DOh PKwSSMLN: 


Allf Ba ; • The Egyptian Minister, ’Abd-al-’Aaia Badr Bey, 
in vi t ed Damascus jiressmen to a party at the Egyptian Legation 
After serving them with refreshments the Minister talked 
to them on the firm relations tieing the two sister 
countries -Syria and Cgypt- which have been further 
strengthened following the meeting of ^a im with ning rarui: 
at ^nshass, ‘The Minister added that the Ling has ordered 
him to present to the pressmen the same gift presented to uhe 
Army officers and men stationed along the Syrian frontier, 
considering that they have participated in their writing in 
the war in -Palestine* The pressmen accepted the^gifts 
which consisted of sweets in cans, thanked the * -mister , ano 
requested hiii to convoy to il*M* the ning their deep 
appreciation and respecto 


imhiB 
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ARAB AFiivUtS, 


PUBLIC A'i’IOH up LuB COI JC ILIaT ION ? COMMISSION'S ALPORT: 


Press reaction on Gone illation Commission's report to 
the UN summary of which is published by all papers has so 
far been limited to disapproving headlines such as: Jews 
Aim at Compelling Arabs to Approve Old Frontiers. . . . Jews 
Accept Small Humber of Refugees in return for Annexation of 
Now Arab Regions. .o« Israel Wants hxpansiono 


PAJaJI'S KLW MISSIONS 

a! Na&r : a report from Baghdad States that Prime Minister 
Nuri Paslta al*Ga'id has entrusted former Minister Muzahim 
Pajaji with another mission to Cairo for which he will 
emplane Saturday , June 25, 1949 » 

Although complete secrecy enshrouds this new mission , 
there are indications among political circles in Baghdad 
that rajaji's mission to Cairo is connected with the 
suggestion of Luri Pasha in his message to the Lebanese 
Pr ime Minister, to hold a meeting with the Prime Ministers 
of Lgypt and Lebanon in Cairo 0 


HOPKINS* PROJECT 1 OR i^LhBTINB (Pr« Dig* 113/2) 

A1 N asrj It is reported, that Mr. Hopkins had offered his 
project for the settlement of the Palestinian question to 
the competent Cyrian quarters informing them that it was 
not his conception but that of the "Arab Revolutionary 
Organizations*" He had refused to disclose the names of 
these organizations, but exposed the names of the official 
personalities who approved of the project* 


ESCAPK& SA« ADI'S AIIBuBaBOU ts? 

A1 N&sr : The Lebanese Public Prosecutor is believed to have 
submitted to the Syrian Government, a copy of his report on 
the accusations addressed against ^ntun Sa adih^ the Onief oi 
The Syrian Socialist Nationalist Party (Hizb al-Suri al nawmi) 
and to have requested his deportation from Syriac In reply 
the Syrian Government is said to have denied any knowledge of 
the whereabouts of this person, or any information leaning 
to his hiding places 

¥ .GH/JS3/aet* 
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June 23, 1949. 


It has now become evident that ILL. Col. Za'im, the 
Syrian Premier, is the only candidate for the presidency. 

Not a single politician has found himself capable of run- 
ning with H.K. Col. Za'im in the presidential elections which 
will take place on Saturday, the 25th of this month, Lver- 
since the 30th of last Kerch, which has become a landmark in 
the history of this country, the Syrian people have not failed 
to show their deep gratitude and full recognition of II. E. Col. 
Za’im; recognition of one who has put an end to the former 
corrupt regimes headed for several years by certain irrespon- 
sible politicians; recognition of one whose real promises 
have finally restored the hope of the people; of one who has 
been able to realize in less than three months vital reforms 
in the political, socitil, and economic life of the Syrian 
nation; reforms greatly desired by all for many years but 
which the former regime was not capable of achieving due to 
the opposition of certain sections and mere inertia resulting 
from red tape and incompetence; reforms which have finally 
restored to the working class the zest fbr life , to the peasants 
their love of the land, to laborers an interest in their work, 
and to the youth of Syria their confidence in the future; re- 
forms which have substantially advanced the whole nation to- 
ward a new life. 

As has been recently pointed out in the Lebanese period- 
ical, Al Shira', the sudden appearance of a man of complete 
integrity as is Col.. Za’im on the politic* 1 scene of Syria 
has inspired the nation. In a few months, the whole political 
situation in Syria has altered. Before the Coup d'Etat, 
corruption, opportunism, and deception used to dominate public 
life, and the honest, loyal, and frank were forced to remain 
silent. 

Since the succession to power of H.iS. Col. Za'im, all 
has changed. Courage, duty and dignity have recovered their 
value, and the honest and sincere citizen can now speak freely 
without fear. 

It is for all these reasons that the Syrian people are 
greeting with great enthusiasm the candidature of II.L. Colonel 
Za'im for the presidential elections. 


Evening • 
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Evening Commentary 


For the last thirty years, the Western Christian World 
has been upholding the Zionist cause. This support, has been 
mainly due to a theatrical and sensational propaganda solely 
designed to exploit humanitarian sentiments to strictly pol- /" 
itical ends. Quite unaware of the far-reaching results of su6h 
an unprincipled policy, the Christian world has given Zionism 
its whole-hearted support, whether directly or indirectly. 

Too late, indeed, the Christianipave realised what numberless 
crimes and iniquities can be committed in the name of human- 
ity. Too late* indeed, they have discovered that a Zionist 
domination of the Holy Land, decidedly means the irreparable 
loss of tho holy places to the Christian World* 

But, late though it may be, should the Christian World 
suffer to see those places, which it has for centuries che- 
rished, and for the same of which numberless martyrs have 
fallen, slip away undefended from their hands beyond hope of 

recovery? 

Recent reports indicate thet Christian circles are 
viewing with grave concern the attitude of the lews toward 
the internationalisation of the Holy places, and their com- 
plete disregard to the sacrosanct ity of the members and pro- 
perties of the various religious orders in Palestine. 

Father Alberto Gorl, the Custodian of the Holy Places, 
has recently addressed a message to the President of the 
Franeisc&n order in Home stating thet the Jews are preventing 
the Franciscan fathers from performing their religious du- 
ties, About a month ago, it was reported that the Bishop of 
Gr.lilee, whose messages had been held up by the Jewish autho- 
rities at Nazareth, was not able to conduct any communication 
by post, telegraph or telephone, without first submitting them 
to eensorhip' The Vatican after having been notified of the 
detainment of the Bishop, decided to conduct the necessary 
investigation. A few weeks ago, the French Government took a 
serious wke± view of the Jewish decision to dismiss the 
Franciscan priests from their monastery at Latrun. 

The intransigent attitude of the Jews toward the inter- 
nationalization of the holy places in Palestine has been 

condemned... . . « 
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condemned by His Holiness, the Pope and by 
various other Christian circles* It is repor- 
ted from Dublin that Irish Catholic priests 
have expressed their support of the efforts 
taken by His Holiness the Pope to internation- 
alize the Holy Places in Palestine. They have 
also asked the Irish Government to withdraw 
its recognition of Israel, if free access to 
the Holy Places is not guaranteed. 


es 
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FBESS DIGEST, MONDAY, -JUNE 2?, 1949 * 
* * 


NSiSPivPERS RK YIiMED : 

Alif Ba*, ill Nasr , a 1 0,abas, A1 Ayyam, al Inqilab, 
A1 *Alam, al Shabab, and al «T abal o 


~o0o*~“” 


D OMES TIG AFFAIRS 3 


ELECTION AND KiSFiSHUNpUM: 


During the week-end, the Syrian papers^ devoted all their 
columns to publishing detailed sports on the election arid 
rsforen&moia PiotiirsB showixis crowds of voters i ilD-iug ixi or 
depositing their ballots freely covered the sixth page of 
and Alif Ba 1 « 


the Council announced 


At 8 1 00 a.m* Sunday eSune 26, the Council of Ministers 
met at the Derail and after examining tho prooes-verbaux 
prepared by the Ministry of Interior, 


x.he following 


Number of elegible electors in Syria: 816,3^- 

Number of participating voters 7 po,/31 

Number 
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Number of voters who voted for Za’im: 726,116 

4 

%© Council al so announced that to question 1 which reads: 
w Do '*cu agree to the direct election by secret ballot of the 
President of the Republic for the first time by the people 
from among Syrians who enjoy their civil rights and are at 
least kO years of age when presenting their candidacy, th^t 
his election be declared by the Council of Ministers and that 
the period of office of the Presidency be fixed by the 
Constitution?” there were 728,720 affirmative votes* 

To the second question which reads: "Do you agree to 
vesting in the president the power to prepare the new 
constitution by a legislative decree taken by the uounoil 
of Ministers within a period not exceeding 4 months consequent 
to his election provided the new constitution be ratified by 
the people in a referendum or by Parliament? there were 
727,482 affirmative votes. 

To the third question which reads: "Do you agree that 
the President of the Republic be empowered, pending the 
preparation and ratification of the new constitution, to issue 
legislative decrees, including those of constitutional cha- 
r actor, ta*en by the Council of Ministers?" there were 
727,435 affirmative votes* 

To the fourth question which reads: "Do you that 

the prerogative granted to the President of the uepubllo 
specified in Question 3 v 111 have rettoaotly. effect on all 
legislative decrees issued since March 30, 193V* » wiere 
were 727,552 affirmative votes* 

Al Shabab: The number of elegible electors in Aleppo: 80,000 
~ “ The number of Voters: •* • • • • aX*25 

Voters for Za’im: **•••*•••■♦ A 

Affirmative votes for »4,No.l ■ nf*rg> 

» » Q,,No#2 70,274 

* » ^No*3 70,273 

n * Q.NO«4 7C, 318 

Immediately after the announcement of these returns 
'President 2a»im, in morning dress and bare ^ad, saluted 
from the balcony of the derail the heavy crowds of 
gathering near the Derail, while the artillery was firing 

101 guns* 

Cabinet Resignation:. Aiair *Adil Arslan, Deputy Prime 
Minister , submitted tho resignation of the cabinet, wnioh 
was accented iiccording to Decree No. 1 (New Serie*}. shortly 
after the resignation, Damascus Dtate Radio announced the 
text of Decree No. 2 nominating Dr. Muhsin ax-Darazi as u.rime 

Minister * 
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Minister, .following is the text of President Ea f lms letter 
to Bar sal entrusting him with the formation of the new cabinet i 

My Dear, Doctor Muhsln al Barazi, 

"Wow that the noble Syrian people has bestowed on me the 
groat honor of electing me President of the Republic, it 
pleases me to be sustained by a qualified Government which 
could fulfill the message of the new regime, namely to serve 
the state with firmness, integrity, and efficiency, to 
maintain the country 1 © security and sovereignty, and to prepare 
for the oountry a constitution based on the true principles 
of democracy which could gurantee the respect of general freedoms 
and in the meantime safeguard the dignity and power of the 
administration » 

"My knowledge of your true partiiotism and /ay experience 
of your high qualities to serve the general interest have 
driven m to entimst you with the formation of the cabinet* 

I pray God to help and assist you** ♦ 


ms NS-.: OABlKfffg 

Dr, Baraei formed his cabinet of the following! 

Dr# Muhsin Barazi! Prime Minis tor, foreign Minister* 

Interior Minister* 

General *Abdullah ‘Atfihi Minister of Defence* 

Kuri al-Ibish: Minister of Agriculture, 

Pathallali Daqqal* Minister of Public dorks * 

hhalil Mardam Beyl Minister of Puhllo Instruction and 

Public Health, 

Ami r Mustafa al*ShifcaM« Minister of Justice* 

Hasan Jabbara: Minister of finance and National Economy# 

♦ In reply. Dr, lluhsin Barazi has addressed the following 
message to K.E*, the President of the Republic! 

"It is indeed a great honor to be entrusted by you with 
the formation of the new cabinet, following the recent presidential 
eleotions in which the Syrian people, with the utmost confidence 
in your Excellency, have elected you by a secret ballot as 
President of the Republic, I take this opportunity to thank 
your Excellenoy for your deep confidence in me# I cannot but 

pride 
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pride myself on having been noiaina ted by you to undertake 
the responsibilities of the new regime . 

It is only too natural that I w 111 follow your example,, 
and , with absolute disinterestedness, devote ay talents and 
resources to the cause of our country. Under your guidance, I 
vdll always take into consideration the v;ish of the people.^, in 
our efforts to lay down the new constitution, which will 
reflect the characteristics and genius of onr people. Once 
completed the new constitution will be referred to the people 
f oi* approval » Under your guidance I will follow a policy which 
will at once uphold the freedom of the people, and seoure the 
dignity and prestige of the government* 

From the spirit of our noble people I will derive ny power 
and effioency. Your loyalty and integrity will inspire me 
with firmness and a determined intention to co perate with 
you in our efforts to realise tile aspirations of our people under 
the new regime. 

I shall immediately proceed to noiaina to the members of 
the Cabinet over which you have been kind enough to ask me to 
preside, X shall shortly submit my choice to Ycur Excellency 
for approval* 1 call upon Cod to direct our steps into the 
right path# May Your xxcelleuoy bo kind enough to accept my 
sincerest respects and regards. 


Muhsin Barazi, 


Damascus, 30 Sliaban 1368 
26 June 1949 


A COfSviUHIhUS ABOUT THE EXPLOBlCMs 

"An explosion took olace in a small store in Mezzeh which 
contained old bombs. It led to the slight wounding of few 
persons." 

Tlug DTOHY OF Tlh COUPt 

Alif Ba* : On its second p. ge, this paper publishes the „ 

development of the various stages of the coup d*etat as related 
by Lt/Co. Bahij al -Kallas, tii© Assistant to the Commander of 
the Army and Armed Forces, 

,,f fha Coup was contemplated on the day when Faysol 
al-*Asali, the Deputy of kabadaai, and the Chief of the so- 
called Socialist Cooperative Party, attacked the Army in 

Parliament# 
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Parliament. The Commander of the Army gathered around him 
the senior Army officers at his Kty in Qunaytra and talked to 
them of the seriousness of the situation, as it has never 
happened in the history of any country that a member of Parliament 
attacked the Army in this painful manner# 21a ’im was furious, 
and the army was excited. The conversation centered aroma the 
fS Coup" which in fact dominated their minds. 

The faithfulness of Z,a*im and his devotion to his homeland 
made him smooth down the atmosphere and contemplate the 
submission of a "Note of Pro teat” to the President of the 
Republic • The Note was then drafted and the Colonel f whom I 
(Kallas), accompanied, took it on the second day to the 
President# Za’Im handed over the Note and expressed to the 
President the deep impression which this onslaught had made on 
the .army officers and men# 

We expected a reaction to this note and concern on the 
part of the President# Instead, the President said? "Is this what 
has happened to the ^rmy? Have the officers begun li*e the 
Mukhtars preparing petitions?#.." This was a sufficient proof 
of their indifference and unconcern, although the note aotually 
contained "a final warning” . Had they studied it , they would 
have realized the insinuation in its lines. In addition, rumor3 
wore spread, the same day to the effeot that once the truce 
was concluded, those officers who signed the Note would be 
dealt with. 1 ' 

Realizing the extent of the disgust and discontent among 
the nrmy officers and men. Dr. Iaaat Tabba* called on the 
President of the Republic and expressed to him, as a devoted 
officer in the -army, the pained feelings dominating army 
personnel and urged tile exhaustion of all efforts to give 
his attention to the ^rmy Commander and his courageous officers# 

The President then ordered my presence. I went to the 
Residence late at night and talked to him in the presence of Dr* 
Major Tabba 1 and advised him to give consideration to the 
army’s note of protest. The conversation lasted until 1:00 a. m. 
in the morning." I then proceeded to Nadi alAuafa to dine with 
Dr. Tabba*. Immediately after my arrival X was call ea by 
Col. Za*lm. I left at once for <iunaytra which I readied by 
dawn® In the morning X returned to Daxausous with Colonel u& Im© 

The situation worsened when, food arrived very late to 
the units at the front, and when Major Bustani and his colleagues 
iu’ad Hurabi, and Hasan Ghanim wore arrested# Officers rejectee 
resoonsible positions prefer ins penalties for insubordination 
to the prison fate with th,;ir friends. ^rmy activities 

were consequently interrupted . The Graduates of the military 
Academy were neglected for four months, during which time 
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they reiii&in©(i, as arr&irt officers inst# 06 Ld of boiBg proiaoiod 
as Second lieutenants. 


The disgust and pain of Huani al-Za'im roaohed its climax 
on March 29,' 1949. nt 10:00 a.m. he proceeded to «%unaytra, to 
put the Coup in final form. Everybody inquired about his^ 
whereabouts. They were told he was at Q,unaytra, at the iront 

lines inspecting the troops, etc while In fact he was 

working out oreparations for the Coup. By 3:00 p.ia. all 
telephone, and wireless communications connecting Damascus witn 
the outside world were interrupted. Nobody felt bhe Interruption 


and nobody attempted to inquire 


■ - 


At 11:30 p.m. Col. Za f im left ^unaytra for Damascus 
accompanied by senior Army officers* I passed the same evcn-uiWj 
with Caotain Hasan, al Abid, the aLXJ of the Prime .ulnis ter. 

Colonel Za* in gave his last orders In details. He ordered a 
detachment to occupy the Presidency and arrest President _ 
quwwatli, a second detacluaent to occupy the house of the i rule 
Minister, a third to take over the Police Directorate, a 
fourth to enter t ho of the Gendarmerie* a fifuii to arrest 
the Director of Police and a sixth to arrest the Commandant 
of the Gendarmerie « 

Orders to march wore given at 2:30 a.m. and in about one 
hour the Coup was completed. Col. Za’im arrived at the roxica 
Directorate and called me there# 1 found nnram Hawroni drafting 
the communiques which were broadcast early in the morning. ihe 
Colonel then ordered me to call on the President at the Mazzan 
airport and arrange for his transportation to the Hospital. 

Looking at the hospital building the President inquired: ^here xs 
the flag?" The ^rrny units bad in fact order? to hoist tne flag 
early in the morning and lower it at sunset « The time was too 
early then. This was how an era was closed and a new one set 

up .««*•« 


BIOGRAPHY OP HUSH I aI-ZA«IM: 

Alif Ba* : Huani son of Shaykh Hida al-ma’ini was born in. 
jUeopo 1^89 • From his maternal side he belongs to a noble 
Damascene family nnowii as ,f Kam Almaz” of causasian oTigla, Ui3 
Grand-mother belonged to the well known nurdish family Al»Buz • 
Comole ting his preliminary studies in the Muhtasab School in 
Apyol in -leopo, llusni ^a’im entered ul-Rashldiya military 
school at fara.fr a as was customary then among tne notables, fie 
was then sent to Rashidiya military School in Damascus. His. 
application to the Intermediate military School was refused in 
view of his wean cornel exion and his being underweight. In 1912 
his father, Shaykh Rida al-Za»Im, went to Istanbul and influenced 
his friend, Defense Minister late Anwar Pasha, to order the 

admittance 
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admittance of his son to the Intermediate School at Aderna. 

! n 1913 young Husni was admitted and then transferred to the 
Intermediate' School in Damascus where he proved intelligent and 

cunning « 


la December 25, 1925 he was sent to Istanbul again to 
further his military training. He graduated as Warrant 
officer and was promoted to Second lieutenant in April 191/ to 
a eat to Madina to join the military staff of General F&khrl 
Pasha# Ha remained there until 1919 when the Ottoman army 
surrendered. He was imprisoned at Terra, near Cairo unt lx 
September 12, 1949 when he returned to Damascus and joined the 
Arab Army of king Faysal. He resigned later in view of the 
instability and bad organization of this Army, 


be 


In October 15, 1920 he was recalled and sent to the Military 
School for one year training after which time he was sent to Beirut 9 
and then to Palmyra where he waft entrusted with the Command of 
Meharlstes farces. 


He served in Palmyra for two years and then requested his 
transfer on roedioal grounds. He was given the coin, nnd of the 
First Legion* s 4th Battalion at hiyak. In 1924 he was 
transferred to Homs ae First Lieutenant* 


In 1928 he was uroraoted to Captain and entrusted with the 
Co.iffltand of a Unit of ‘ the rifth Legion at Alexandratta* 


In 1934 he was promoted to Major and sent to i ranee to 
further hie military training* * J hen he returned he was given 
charge of the fifth Legion which constituted an independent 
anay unit. In view of France’s special policy toward the Lima 
of Alexandre tta, Iluani Za’im’s pro-national tendencies could 
not be tolerated by his frenoii superior who ordered his transfer 
to Damascus and he was charged with the command of the pru 
Legion. 

In 1941 he was further promoted. As a It. Colonel 
Commanding the nmy legion of Damascus he fought to the Inst 
bullet the hnglish and Free-French invading for cos, despite tno 
cease-fire orders which were issued to him. Upon the 
occupation of the country, he was oalled to the audience Of 
General Collet who harbored hatred and disgust against tnis 
Gyrian Command or « lie was sentenced to teiv years prison by 
a pacxved French Military Court, ^fter 27 months of im- 
prisonment and u-uon the lapse of Collet s power, he was 
released but placed at enforced residence at Kayfun, u Lebanese 
summer resort, then at Beirut under close observation. During 
this period his sentence v^as re-examined and his ram*, and 
honors wore restored to him. He returned to Damascus in 

1946* 

In the s am e year he was charged with the Command of the 
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3rd Da tall ion at the Kuhafazat of Euphrates without being 
granted the rank which he had reached* although the Council 
of State liaci considered his case and had restored to hid his 
rights, the Minis try of Defense delayed the execution of the 
Council’s decision. He was later ordered to preside over 
the Military Court at Aleppo, a post whioh he refused. He 
remained without a post for one year with his ordinary rank payt 

In October 24, 194? the &ov eminent wanted to benefit, from 
his talents and experience. It charged him with the Directorate 
of Police and Public Security. In May 3o, 1938 he was called 
to the Presidency of the Republic and entrusted with the 
Coniaand of the Army and Armed 1‘orces. 

In January 17, 1949, ho held a meeting at ^unaytru and 
planned Coup d* IS tat which he carried out in March 30, 1949o 
in April 17, he took over the Prime Ministry, Ministry of 
Interior, and Defence. In June 25, 1949 he was automatically 
elected President of the Syrian republic by secret direot vote 
of the population » 


ZA’1IA»S IN'fhRVlhV; .. rjii. AL NaSR COihDSPCHiJHHT: 

Prior to the announcement of the results of the Presidential 
elections, H.K. the president of the Republic outlined nis 
future policy in an exclusive interview held with the 
correspondent of the Damascus Daily, Al Nasr . 

The Arabs, said x'rosideut Aa’im, are now living in a poisoned 
atmosphere. They axe all, without exception, suffering iram 
external as well as intox-tal crises. The only hope of salvation 
lies in strength, intei’grity, ana collaboration. In oyria, my 
my policy aims at internal organisation, application of the laws, 
equality”, and freedom which does not conflict with the interests 
of the state. This policy is also to be accompanied by a desire 
for progress, in the moral, social, and economic conditions of 
the oountry* I do not favour petty party quarrels. They are 
most detrimental to weak states. Nor do I favour factions ? 
tendencies, or any grouping of classes I do not oppose capitalism 
which upholds the Industry of the oountry and aims at the 
public good and the welfare of the nation. But I do oppose 
if if it is expiated with a view to serving the interests of 
only a limited number of individuals, 

as regards my foreign policy, I have outlined it in an 
interview recently held with Mr. Little, the Director of the 
nrab News Agency, in the Middle lS a st, This policy is clear 
and straight forward. It leaves no room for ambiguity. 

It is bound to urge our friends to have confidence in us and In 
our future. Our firendship with other states will be base^ on 
the principle of mutual benefit, which will assit us in the 
development of our country, and the strengthening of our army. 
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1 am of tlie opinion that the loss of ^destine has boon due, not 
to international politics, but to the fact that no A r ab state 
could, alone by itself, occur.),? Palestine. 

I intend to matie of Syria the stronghold of the Arab 
movement for liberation. To-day we are not in a position to 
indulge oursa3.ves in luxuries and enjoyment. We are still in a 
state of war, and o-_r army is still at the front, liable to 
be called upon to partake in a trial of strength. The victorious 
nations in the lust war, did. not achieve their victory by 
lethargy or extravagance, but only after having dedicated all 
their resources and wealth to the machinery of war. The conquered 
nations, on the other hand, cannot redean their former prestige 
uni power, except through rationing und making preparations for 
a new trial of strength. It is in power that the Syrian people 
have their only chance. 

I will devote all my talents and abilities to the services 
oi the people so as to assit thorn to reach the position to which 
tiiey have long aspired. The Syrian, Arab, and i’oreign states 
will soon realise that the coup d’etat, far from being a 
transitory and futile undertaking, is the beginning of on era 
of glory and prosperity. 

At one time, Damascus was the capital of the -irab ./or la. 

I hope that the realisation of our projects f<Jr progress ard 
development, will help her regain its ancient position. 


S’ .GE/JSS/aet, 


MOVIES THIS WEEK : 

DUMA LULU BELLE 

DIKA3HQ MOTHER WORE TIGHT 

AIDA LA COLERK DBS DIEtJX 

AHRAM SIEGE YOU WENT AWAY 


Dorothy Lamour and Dennis 
Morgan. 

Betty Grable and Dan Dailey. 
(Sunday thru Wednesday) 

Vivian Romance. 

Jenifer Jones and Claudette 
Colbert. 
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